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AMOS, AN UNLIKELY PROPHET

e Amos (“burden bearer”) was a
herdsman and cultivator of sycamore
trees when called to prophesy from
762-755 BC. He was not a member of
the Jewish religious or political elite.
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s He lived in the Judean village of Tekoa
during the reigns of Uzziah in Judah
(790-740 BC) and Jeroboam Il in the
northern kingdom of Israel (793-753).

e Amos was called to prophesy about
the social injustices and eventual
destruction of the northern kingdom

of Israel. He moved to Bethel, then ‘

the royal residence of Jereboam Il. \ o =

e Vilified, he was expelled from the Northern Kingdom. Upon return to
Judea, Amos wrote his message so that it could still be heard,
becomingthe first prophetto do so. He died in 745 BC.



Look around
and see God’s
Judgment
(Amos 1-2)

Look within

and see the

Corruption
(Amos 3-6)
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Look ahead

and see the

End coming
(Amos 7-9)

' Eight nations judged:
* 3ix Gentile nations condemned—:1—2:3

o Judah condemned—2:4-5
* |srael condemned—2:6-16

Three sermons to the people of Israsl:

* Message #l: Israel's judgment certain—3:1-15
* Message #Z:Israel's sins denounced—4:1-13
* Message #3:Israel's doom lamented—0:—b:l4

| Five visions ofg'udgment—?:l—gzl[]

. The locusts—7:I-
2. The fire—T:4-B
3. The plumb line—7:7-9
Historical interlude: Amos at Bethel—7:10-17
4. The basket of summer fruit—8:1-14

* 0.The ruined temple—3:|-10
Restoration: a vision of the glorious kingdom—3:/1-15




The Thirteen Pericopes of Amos

Sin of Israel (Amos 3:1-15)

Unbelief of Israel (Amos 4:1-11)

The day of judgment (Amos 5:9-17)

Festival and justice (Amos 5:18-27)

A
B
C
D Seek the LORD (Amos 4:12-5:8)
E
F
G

Judgment on arrogant people (Amos 6:1-14)

The first and second vision (Amos 7:1-6)

The third vision (Amos 7:7-9)

D’ Amaziah complains to the king (Amos 7:10-17)

G The fourth vision (Amos 8:1-3)

B’ The God of whole world (Amos 8:4-9:10)

A’
A: Wither like plant.  D: Hear this word. G: Judgement on arrogant people.
B: Exodus. E: Midst of the people.

C: Day of the Lorb. F: Escaping from danger.




The Literary Structure Divided by 2

Sin of Israel (Amos 3:1-15)

Unbelief of Israel (Amos 4:1-11)

Seek the LORD (Amos 4:12-5:8)

The day of judgment (Amos 5:9-17)

Festival and justice (Amos 5:18-27)
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Judgment on arrogant people (Amos 6:1-14)

= The first and second vision (Amos 7:1-6)

The third vision (Amos 7:7-9)

Amaziah complainsto the king (Amos 7:10-17)

Q&

The fourth vision (Amos 8:1-3)

B’ The God of whole world (Amos 8:4-9:10)

Al
A: Wither like plant.  D: Hear this word. G: Judgement on arrogant people.
B: Exodus. E: Midst of the people.

C: Day of the Lorb. F: Escaping from danger.




The Literary Structure Divided by 4

A
B % Sin of Israel (Amos 3:1-15)
C : Unbelief of Israel (Amos 4:1-11)
D Seek the LORD (Amos 4:12-5:8)
E % The day of judgment (Amos 5:9-17)
F : Festival and justice (Amos 5:18-27)
€ Judgment on arrogant people (Amos 6:1-14)
E* 2 The first and second vision (Amos 7:1-6)
E'f@* The third vision (Amos 7:7-9)
D’ Amaziah complainsto the king (Amos 7:10-17)
& % The fourth vision (Amos 8:1-3)
B’ : The God of whole world (Amos 8:4-9:10)
A’
A: Wither like plant.  D: Hear this word. G: Judgement on arrogant people.
B: Exodus. E: Midst of the people.

C: Day of the Lorb.

F: Escaping from danger.




" Amos

- Lookaround and see

God’s Judgment
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1 The call of Amosl

2 And he said: >-
“The LORD roars from Zion,
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*Philistines disappear from wrijéten record after conquest by Nebuchadnezzar II.
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" Amos

Lookwithinand
see the Corruption



Sermon 1
Israel’s Present




3 Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against
you, O children of Israel, against the whole family
- ,_'whlch I brought up from the land of Egypt, . ayln

% cnOWN oj all the famllles of the earth =
T umsh you for xﬁl -
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3 Can two walk together,
unless they are agreed?




4 Will a lion roar in the forest,
when he has no prey?
Will a young lion cry out of his den, A =
if he has caught nothing? ) y




> Will a bird fall into a snare on the earth, where
there is no trap for it?

Will a snare spring up from the earth, if it has
caught nothing at all?
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1 A8 © If a trumpet is
)

— blown in a city, will
' not the people
be afraid?

If there is calamity
in a city, will not
the LORD have
done it?
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7Surely the Lord Gop does nothing, unless He
reveals His secret to His f’yants the prophets.

2 Se overezg, |
never does an "
until I



BA LION HAS ROARED!

WHU WILL
NOT FEAR?

5 THE LORD GOD HAS SPOKEN!
— 277 WHO CAN BUT PROPHESY?

AMU 520




PUNISHMENT OF ISRAEL'S SINS

2 “Proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod [LXX Assyrial,
And in the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say:
‘Assemble on the mountains of Samaria;

See great tumults in her midst,
And the oppressed within her.

19 For they do not know to do right,” Says the LORD,
‘Who store up violence and robbery in their
palaces.””
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1 Therefore thus says the Lord Gob:

“An adversary shall be all around the land;
He shall sap your strength from you '
-~ Adnﬂur palaces : shall be Iunde

4 ':’Y"’




2Thus says the LORD:

“As a shepherd takes from the mouth of a lion
- Two legs or a piece of an ear,
' So shall the children of Israel be taken out
* Who dwell in Sama‘ha,—-»,.x ~',“‘ Vo]

ed .n 6n¢ m’g’e of a couchI
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13 Hear and testify against the house of Jacob,”
Says the Lord Gop, the God of hosts,
14 “That in the day | punish Israel for their
transgressions,
I wull a;Iso w5|t destru@tmn on th-
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And e J 'at houses all"havé an
Says the [ORD:™




Sermon on Israel’s Present

e Amos concludes a sermon on the Northern
Kingdom’s present days:

The people are enslaved or in body parts
The temples at Dan and Bethel are in ruins
The great palaces are in rubble.

e God does not judge a nation without warnings.

In Chapter 3, Hear the Word was addressed to
the Sons of Israel.

In the next chapter, Hear the Word will be
addressed to the women of Samaria.



Sermon 2
Israel’s Past
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4 Hear this word, you cows of Bashan
who are on the mountain of Samaria,
Who oppress the poor,
Who crush the needy,
Who say to your husbands,

III

“Bring wine, let us drink!




ISfae s sins are renounced!

2 The Lord Gob has sworn by His holiness:
“Behold, the days shall come upon you
When He will take you away with hooks,

hhooks.”




3 “You will go out through broken walls [y19 peres], H i : { i

Each one straight ahead of her,
And you will be cast into Harmon [palace (dungeon)],”
Says the LORD.
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Yet you have not returned teA VIE », g
Says the LORD.

“I also withheld rain from you,

When there were still three months to the harvest.
| made it rain on one city,

| withheld rain from another city.
One part was rained upon,




8 So two or three cities wandered to another city to drink water,
But they were not satisfied;
Yet you have not returned to Me,”
Says the LorbD.

“The Great Famine”, Dublin




9 “| plasted you with blight and mildew.

When your gardens mcreased '
Your vineyards, '

Your fig-trees,
And your olive trees
The locust devoured them;
Yet.you have not returned to IVle
Says the LORD.

"



10 “| sent among you a plague after the manner of Egypt;

Your young men | killed with a“%org
Along with your captive horses; '

| made the stenchQOf your camps co"’;’ne up into your
o BSOSt I15] = v \ 1\ "

Yet you F have net Re um&?to

/JW gy &

”’T_ﬂﬂth-of battle’ yAdsm Hoo
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11 “l overthrew some of you, 7 o
As God overthrew Sodom and Gom ““: ‘ ‘ N

And you were like a firebrand plucked'f
Yet you have not returned to Mé&g
‘Says the LORD.

’Lot and isfamlly ﬂee Sodom asit burns bw!éﬂﬁﬁfartmﬁﬁﬂ 1854)



12“Therefore thus will | do to you, O Israel;

REPFY
[0 Me
THY

AMOS 4:12

T

Prepare to meet yolft

|Il

od, O Israel



13 For behold,
He who forms mountains,
And creates the wind,
Who declares to man what his thought
And makes the morning darkness, :
Who treads the high places of the earth~ 3
The LORD God of hosts is His name. . i s

2 e RS £~
‘Study for The Pilgrim of the Cross at the End of His Journey’ by Thomas Cole; 1846.



Sermon on Israel’s Past
e Amos calls out the depraved women of Israel:

Fat and lustful cows immersed in indulgences
Crying out for wine (at the expense of the poor)
Oppressors would become the oppressed.

e God sent warnings which they rejected:
Famine, drought, pestilence, plagues and war
The earthquake of Amos (two years later)
They failed to repent

e Therefore, prepare to meet your God!



Sermon 3
Israel’s Future




A LAMENT FOR ISRAEL
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3 For thus says the Lord Gop:

“The city that goes out by a thousand
Shall have a hundred left,

And that which goes out by a hundred
Shall have ten left to the house of Israe

l”




A CALL_TO REPENTANcE
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"“L‘e/sFH'E break out like fire
- And devour it,

- With no one to quench it in Bethel—
7 You who turn justice to wormW‘ d,



'8 He made the Pleiades and Orlon -
_ He turns.the shadow of death’ mto mornmg
- And makes the day dark.as mght '
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He calls for the waters of the-sea
- And pours~them_41ton the face of the earth;
The LORD is H|s name Tp—




2 He rains ruin upon the strong,
So that fury comes upon the fortress.

1°They hate the one who rebukes in the gate,
And they abhor the one who speaks uprightly.

‘Elders at the Gate’ by James Tissot.




11 Therefore, ¥ecause you treacmv

And take grain taxes from him,

Though you have built houses of hewn stone,

Yet you shall not dwell in them;

You have planted pleasant vineyards, h.... .
But you shall not drink wine from them. gocaitrenn 1860,

n the poor



12 For | know your
manifold transgressions
And your mighty sins:
Afflicting the justand
taking bribes;

Diverting the poor from
justice at the gate.

1 Therefore the prudent =
keep silent at that time, =~
For it is an evil time. "

‘The Little Beggar’by William |
Adolphe Bouguereau, 1880.
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THE DAY OF THELORD

16 Therefore the LorD God of hostgﬁhﬂo
Lord, says this: h ’ ‘*‘ c

Y Théﬂm alllng in‘all streéts,
.. And they’ say in'all the hlghway

~ ‘Alas! Alas!’ 92, »

«And sklllful Iamenterss%o wallmg
17 |n all vineVards there shall be wa1I|n
“Forl Wl|| pass through you'(\ .

-

‘

« 3P &é‘

SEWS the tORD




18 Woe to you who desire the day of the LorD!
For what good is the day of the LORD to you?
It will be darkness, and not light.

-

.“I(‘

Woe to you who desire
the day of the LORD!
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214 hate, | despise your feast days,
And | do not savor your sacred assemblies.

22Th0~ugh you offer Me burnt offerings and your
grain offerings, | will not accept them,
Nor wilblkregard your fattened peace offerings.

7 alis -
‘ N

X ~(‘i.\:- S
From The Creation of the Heavenly Bodies fresco on the Sistine Chapel by Michelangelo, 1508-1512.




23Take away from Me the a2
noise of your songs, EAAONY,
For | will not hear the
melody of your
stringed mstruments
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.. down like water,
\Mn&rlghteousness

\L& a mighty stream. |

.; l 1 ‘. \
A * .

‘x l|ke an ever- -‘ HW
21 \ mighty stre

8

P oy
N 55

- AN

» . W ’_\




e

25 “Did you offer Me sacrifices and offerings..... =
In the wilderness forty years, O house of Isra’ér'g vJ
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26 You also carried Sikkuth your king and Chiun,
your idols, the star of your gods,
Which you made for yourselves

. ”

\\\

“What experience and history teach us is
this that nations and governments have
never learned anything from history.”
(Hegel)



26 You also carried Sikkuth your king and Chiun,
your idols, the star of your gods
Which you made for yourselves.




26 You also carried Sikkuth (tent) your king (of Moloch)
and Chiun (pillar/statue of Priapus/Baal-Peor),
your idols, the star (prince) of your gods (Saturn),
Which you made for yourselves.

( also carried the®tents

~Moloch and Chien, your idols,

the princes of Saturn, which
you made for yourselves.



27 Therefore | will send you into captivity beyond
Damascus,”

Says the LorRD, whose name is the God of hosts.
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== Chapter 6

Sermon 3

Israel’s Future
CONTINUATION
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6 Woe to;zgu who are‘@t ease@ Z e)rr
And trust in Mbunt Samariay—

Notable persons.in the chle%
To whom the house of Israel’co
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‘Woe unto You Serlbes andeQSees by James Tissot
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2 Go over to Calneh and see;
And from there go to Hamath the great;
Then go down to Gath of the Philistines.
Are you better than these kingdoms?
Or is thelr terrltory greater than your terrltory?

Conquered by
©  Shalmaneser lllin
Tiglath-pileser I11in 730 BC,
‘ Sargon 11in 720BC :

Calneh Gat.h,

Mesopotamia. Philistia.
Conquered by Conquered by

‘ Joshuac. 1266 BC

5 Hazael of Aramin 830 BC
— :

¥ % Uzziah of Judahc. 763 BC

= Y Sargon I1in 721 BC

Tiglath-pileser 111in 738 BC




3 Woe to you who put far off the day of doom,
Who cause the seat of violence to come near;
4 Who lie on beds of ivory, Stretch out on your couches,
Eat lambs from the flock
And calves from the midst of the stall;
> Who sing idly to the sound of stringed instruments,
And invent for yourselves musical instruments like David;

Woe {0 you
who put off the




5 Who drink wine from bowls,
And anoint yourselves with the best ointments,
But are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.
7 Therefore they shall now go captive as the first of the
captives,
And those who recline at banquets shall be removed.




8The Lord [Adonai] Gop [YHWH] has sworn by Himself,
The Lorp [YHWH] God [Elohim] of hosts says:

“| abhor the pride [pomp, arrogance] of Jacob,

And hate his pal_.( S::

Therefore I WI i ;;




 Then it shall come to pass, that if ten men remain in one
house, they shall die.
10 And when a relative [“uncle; loved one”] of the

dead, with one who will burn the bodies, picks up

the bodies [“bones”]| to take them out of the house, he
will say to one inside [“beside”]| the house, “Are

there any more with you?”

Then someone will say, “None.”
And he will say, “Hold your tongue! For we dare not




11 For behold, the LORD gives a command:
He will break the great house into bits,
And the little house into pieces.

12 Do horses run on rocks?
Does one plow there with oxen?
Yet you have turned justice into gall,
And the fruit of righteousness into wormwood,




13 You who rejoice over Lo Debar [“nothing’],
Who say, “Have we not taken Karnaim [“horns”]| for
ourselves
By our own strength?”
14 “But, behold, | will raise up a nation against you,
O house of Israel,”
Says the LORD God of hosts;
“And they will afflict you from the entrance of Hamath

To the Valley of the Arabah.”
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see the End coming




