





AMOS, AN UNLIKELY PROPHET

e Amos (“burden bearer”) was a
herdsman and cultivator of sycamore
trees when called to prophesy from
760-755 BC. He was not a member of
the Jewish religious or political elite.
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s He lived in the Judean village of Tekoa
during the reigns of Uzziah in Judah
(790-740 BC) and Jeroboam Il in the
northern kingdom of Israel (793-753).

e Amos was called to prophesy about
the social injustices and eventual
destruction of the northern kingdom
of Israel. He moved to Bethel, then
the royal residence of Jereboam II. |

e Vilified, he was expelled from the Northern Kingdom. Upon return to
Judea, Amos wrote his message so that it could still be heard,
becomingthe first prophetto do so. He died in 745 BC.



THE TIMELINE OF AMOS

Jeroboam | Amos begins Micah begins Northern
becomes prophetic prophetic Kingdom (Israel)
king of Israel ministry ministry falls to Assyria

BC 793 791 755 753 742 740 722

Uzziah Hosea begins Isaiah begins
becomes prophetic prophetic
king of Judah ministry ministry
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Look around
and see God’s
Judgment
(Amos 1-2)
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Look within

and see the

Corruption
(Amos 3-6)
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Look ahead

and see the

End coming
(Amos 7-9)

| Eight nations judged:
o Six Gentile nations condemned—k1—2:3

 Judah condemned—2:4-3

* |srael condemned—Z:6-16

Three sermons to the people of Israel:
* Message #L: Israel's judgment certain—3:1-19
* Message #2:Israel's sins denounced—4:-13

* Message #3: Israel's doom lamented—0:1—b6:l4

| Five visions of judgrment—?:l—gzll]

. The locusts—7:1-3
2.The fire—T:4-B
3. The plumb line—T7:7-9
Historical interlude: Amos at Bethel—7-10-17

4. The basket of summer fruit—8:1-14
3. The ruined temple—3:1-10

estoration: a vision of the glorious kingdom—3:I-15
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1 The call of Amosl

2 And he said: >-
“The LORD roars from Zion,
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1. Gentile neighbours:
»Damascus (1:3-5)
»Gaza (1:6-8)
»Tyre (1:9-10
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3. Israel’s sister: :
»Judah (2:4-5)
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*Philistines disappear from wriften record after conquest by Nebuchadnezzar I1.
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Lookwithinand
see the Corruption



Sermon 1
Israel’s Present




3 Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against
you, O children of Israel, against the whole family
- ,_'whlch I brought up from the land of Egypt, . ayln

% cnOWN oj all the famllles of the earth =
T umsh you for xﬁl -
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3 Can two walk together,
unless they are agreed?




4 Will a lion roar in the forest,
when he has no prey?
Will a young lion cry out of his den, A =
if he has caught nothing? ) y




> Will a bird fall into a snare on the earth, where
there is no trap for it?

Will a snare spring up from the earth, if it has
caught nothing at all?
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1 A8 © If a trumpet is
)

— blown in a city, will
' not the people
be afraid?

If there is calamity
in a city, will not
the LORD have
done it?



-
7Surely the Lord Gop does nothing, unless He
reveals His secret to His f’yants the prophets.

2 Se overezg, |
never does an "
until I



BA LION HAS ROARED!

WHU WILL
NOT FEAR?

5 THE LORD GOD HAS SPOKEN!
— 277 WHO CAN BUT PROPHESY?

AMU 520




PUNISHMENT OF ISRAEL'S SINS

2 “Proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod [LXX Assyrial,
And in the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say:
‘Assemble on the mountains of Samaria;

See great tumults in her midst,
And the oppressed within her.

TITYUN Ashdod
VYIRS Assur
= -



PUNISHMENT OF ISRAEL'S SINS

2 “Proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod [LXX Assyrial,
And in the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say:
‘Assemble on the mountains of Samaria;

See great tumults in her midst,
And the oppressed within her.

19 For they do not know to do right,” Says the LORD,
‘Who store up violence and robbery in their
palaces.””
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1 Therefore thus says the Lord Gob:

“An adversary shall be all around the land;
He shall sap your strength from you '
-~ Adnﬂur palaces : shall be Iunde
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Reliefsfrom
the palace of Sargon Il
at Khorsabad, 713 - 706 BC




2Thus says the LORD:

“As a shepherd takes from the mouth of a lion
- Two legs or a piece of an ear,
' So shall the children of Israel be taken out
* Who dwell in Sama‘ha,—-»,.x ~',“‘ Vo]
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13 Hear and testify against the house of Jacob,”
Says the Lord Gop, the God of hosts,
14 “That in the day | punish Israel for their
transgressions,
I wull a;Iso w5|t destru@tmn on th-
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Sermon on Israel’s Present

e Amos concludes a sermon on the Northern
Kingdom’s present:

The people are enslaved or in body parts
The temples at Dan and Bethel are in ruins
The great palaces are in rubble.

e God does not judge a nation without warnings.

In Chapter 3, Hear the Word was addressed to
the Sons of Israel.

In the next chapter, Hear the Word will be
addressed to the women of Samaria.



Sermon 2
Israel’s Past
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4 Hear this word, you cows of Bashan
who are on the mountain of Samaria,
Who oppress the poor,
Who crush the needy,
Who say to your husbands,

III

“Bring wine, let us drink!




ISfae s sins are renounced!

2 The Lord Gob has sworn by His holiness:
“Behold, the days shall come upon you
When He will take you away with hooks,

hhooks.”




3 “You will go out through broken walls [y19 peres], H i : { i

Each one straight ahead of her,
And you will be cast into Harmon [palace (dungeon)],”
Says the LORD.
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Yet you have not returned teA VIE », g
Says the LORD.

“I also withheld rain from you,

When there were still three months to the harvest.
| made it rain on one city,

| withheld rain from another city.
One part was rained upon,




8 So two or three cities wandered to another city to drink water,
But they were not satisfied;
Yet you have not returned to Me,”
Says the Lorb. “The Great Famine”, Dublin




2 “] blasted you with blight and mildew.
When your gardens mcreased
Your vineyards,

- Your fig trees,

And your olive trees,
The locust devoured them;
Yet you have not returned to Me,”
Says. the.LORD.



10 “| sent among you a plague after the manner of Egypt;

Your young men | killed with a“%org
Along with your captive horses; '

| made the stenchQOf your camps co"’;’ne up into your
o BSOSt I15] = v \ 1\ "
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11 “l overthrew some of you, 7 o
As God overthrew Sodom and Gom ““: ‘ ‘ N

And you were like a firebrand plucked'f
Yet you have not returned to Mé&g
‘Says the LORD.

’Lot and isfamlly ﬂee Sodom asit burns bw!éﬂﬁﬁfartmﬁﬁﬂ 1854)



12“Therefore thus will | do to you, O Israel;
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AMOS 4:12
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Prepare to meet yolft
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od, O Israel



13 For behold,
He who forms mountains,
And creates the wind,
Who declares to man what his thought
And makes the morning darkness, :
Who treads the high places of the earth~ 3
The LORD God of hosts is His name. . i s
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‘Study for The Pilgrim of the Cross at the End of His Journey’ by Thomas Cole; 1846.



