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The book;of Revelation
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* In Rev. 2-3, Jesus Chrlst dlctated seven letters to
the angels of * ‘ekklesia” in the Roman province
of Asia. ‘ | o ? ’{‘ ;

* Each letter had Iocabappllcatlon yet each was
to read all of the letters.

* Each letter applies to us today as well.

(Missler 2005, 24)
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Ph | I ad dph | d (Revelation 3:7-13)

While each letterwas tailored‘and\unique an
unusual prophetic promise was made in the
letter to Phlladelphla” '
()
“Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, |
also will keep thee from the hour of temptation
(trial), which shall come upon all the world, to try

them that dwell upon the earth.”
(Revelation 3:10)

Few Christians understand this verse. It has
become hostage to hermeneutics.

Who isithe promise to?

“Revelation spoke only to its own time and place.”

Philadelphia doesn’tiexist so the promise is fulfilled.

The promise is made to corporate congregations,
denominations or, rehglons most I|ke Philadelphia.

Because Philadelphia: ‘\‘fvas the ¢ mlssmnary church”,
the promise is for churches spreading the Gospel.

The promise is to churches who, like faithful
Philadelphia, faithfully follow God’s rituals,
sacraments and ceremonies.

“God considers me a Philadelphian because....”
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King Eumenes Il (r 197-159 BC) of Pergamum
founded it in 189 BC and named it:for his
brother Attalus'Il.(r. 159-138 BG) whose
loyalty in refusing bribes from Reme earned
him the nickname “Philadelphts [br@therly

love].” (wilson 2012, 293)

“Philadelphia” is “(city of) brotherly love.”
(Strong 1996, G5359)

The last king of Pergamum Attalus Ill-(r. 138-
133 BC), died without heirand bequeathed
“his kingdom to Rome. (Fant, 300)
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Looking back to the past

» “Philadelphia was aimissionary C|ty from the |
beginning.... the apostle of Hellemsm in an
Oriental land.” (Ramsay 1904) -

Philadelphia was to be an exemplar of Greek
culture to the barbarians, and prowde aF’ ‘open

door” to the East.

“It was a successful teacher. Before AD'19 the
Lydian tongue had ceased to be spoken in Lydia,
and Greek was the only Ianguage of the country.”
(Ramsay 1904, ) - 5
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Looking back to- thé pz;st

* “It was called a ‘Little Athens’ ;
on account of its festivals and temples§s:
(Ramsay 1890, 121) ' 4

« A late 2"d/early 15t century BC insqﬁ"riptiom
from Philadelphia mentions atleast ten ”
pagan temples. Zeus was their principal
deity, but the city’s god was Zeus’s son
Dionysus, the god of wine. (ascough 2012, 14188

Michelangelo’s Bacchus (fig leaf by author)

The Catacecaumene”

* The city lay on a faultin an earthquaké-prone
region called Catacecaumene(“burnatland” or
“burnt earth”). (strabo, 181) { '
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The Catacecaumene \

* Thecitylayona fault in an earthquake prone
region called Catacecaumene (”burnt land” or
“burnt earth”). (strabo, 181) j 4 /

It is a volcanic zone about 40 km x 10 km insize
characterized by ash-like soil and blaqy rocks.
(Strabo, 181)

Strabo wrote that it was “ever subject to
earthquakes,” and that "incessantly the walls
of the houses are cracked, different parts of
the city being affected at'different times.” (Mcray
1991, 246) ~ S -
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. Seismicity of Recent Earthquake
“““ s Sept 2009 — Sept 2010
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The “city of eéFthquaI__(ég’;

* “Philadelphia was khown to the whole™wporld as
the city of earthquakes, whose citizens for the
most part lived outside, not venturing to remain in
the town, and were always on the/watchfor the
next great catastrophe.” (Ramsay1895, ch. 4) A

* Devastatedin the great earthquake of AD 17,
Strabo noted that daily aftershocks forced the
residents to abandon the city and live in the fields.
(Strabo, )

The fertile soil
« Strabo also wrote that because of the . ,
earthquakes, “but few people live in the.city, and

most of them spend their lives as farmers in the
country, since they have a fertile soili“ (stabo, 181)

* The amply watered
volcanic soil, then
as now, is perfect
for vineyards.

(McRay 1991, 246)
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Christian-be'e'kgroundf |

* Philadelphia’s importance peaked in the early—
Christian and Byzantine periods:

— It remains a titular see of Rome,/afd

— the Greek Orthodox metropolis of Lydia. b

* |t was home to Ammia, a respected pyid éEntury
prophetess (Eusebius, 172; Ramsay 1904)

* A center of wide influence, it guarded a key node
in the communications system.

* It was especially prosperous-as a 13t™-14th Cent AD
_Genoese trading colony producing leather goods,
silk and grapes. (Ramsay1904)

e

- Christian. background

* Surrounded by Turkish emirates, the cuty mamtamed
nominal allegiance to the Byzantine emperor but
thrice revolted against Byzantine emperor excesses:

— 1182 (John Komnenos Vatatzes) b
—1188-1196 & 1206 (“Theodore the FO}LV')

* Philadelphia remained the last bastion of
Christianity in Anatolia, remaining Christian until
1391.
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Tactical consideratiofis
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Military history

* Originally an outpostiof Sardis guarding the,’
Pergamum kingdom’s boundary, after AD133 the
frontier city guarded the imperial 'post road from
Rome to the Orient. i

* Its location held the key
to the open door to the
East that climbed 2500
feet through a narrow
pass to the Phrygian
plain 8 miles away.

F
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Military history >

* Despite its geography; Philadelphia provedits strength
“in many long and terrible sieges by Mohammedans
in later centuries.”  (Ramsay 1904, 396)
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Yet Christian Pﬁa.ilhadelphi-é.‘..

... hever fell to Islam™
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“Long after all the counfry round

had passed finally under thk'klsh

power, Philadelphia held up the
banner of Christendom.”

(Ramsay1904, 400)

T\ Po ~—
R, .’. 4 ’ o ;

The Byzantine, Empire, AD*360

Empire (within
red zones) on the
eve of the
Ottoman Empire’s \
Balkan push. [

Byzantine
Empire
Ottoman
advance
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Philadelphia
stands alone.

Byzantine &l Pdecte e . s-mn%aue.pm' j
Empire : I A

Ottoman
advance

MEDITERRANEAN SEA “CRETE
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_Philadelphia stood alone

. Unconquered by earthquake or
battle, Philadelphia faced a new
threat in 1391.

Ottoman Sultan Bayezid | brought«a hiei
Byzantine army under his vassal the &

newly crowned Byzantine emperor
Manual Il up to its walls.

Faithful Philadelphia obeyed their

emperor... (Baum 2002 A "
P ( ) Manuel 1l Palaeologus

Baum 2002)
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An Islamic earth WELS cIose

. Ph|IadeIph|a became Turkish Alagehw the
“magnificent city” or “City of Allah.” . '

* Turning west to complete the congtiest of
Christian Europe, Bayezid | paid scant attention-to
the Turkic-Mongol (Tartar) armies ravaglmg to the
East. They were nominally Muslim with eyes set
on China.

A small border dispute in 1402 escalated when
Bayezid wrote his counterpart Timur the Lame
(Tamerlane) a derogatory letter.

= (Gonzalez de Clavijo, 74)

-

b

The fall of Baye2|d |

0\ e

. Tamerlane turned west and the T Kﬁc,} longol
hordes defeated the Ottoman: army at the
Battle of Ankara (July 28,1402).
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Without God’s protéction

» Alasehir was crushed by Tamerlane’s hoi'des in
1402. They built high walls with the corps\es of its
Turkish defenders.

* The Turkic/Mongol invaders left carnage along
their path, killing about 5% of thefworldf
population.
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Without God’s protéction

* Alasehir was crushed Iby Tamerlane’s hoi'des in
1402. They built high walls with the corps\es of its
Turkish defenders.

» The Turkic/Mongol invaders left carnage along
their path, killing about 5% of the‘worldf
population.

* Instead of conquering Europe, Tamerlane stopped
at the Aegean Sea.
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Without God’s protéction

» Alasehir was crushed by Tamerlane’s hoi'des in
1402. They built high walls with the corps\es of its
Turkish defenders.

* The Turkic/Mongol invaders left carnage élong
their path, killing about 5% of thefworldf
population.

* Instead of conquering Europe, Tamerlane stopped
at the Aegean Sea.

* Perhaps gifts from Rome, Spain, France, and other
powers satisfied him. P

-

“« Perhaps he just wasn’t interested.

o o

Selah
. Philadelphia not aimain or major ci.ty.‘

. The newest of Revelation’s seven cities, it had
few religious traditions; but an mscnptlon from
100 BC listed ten cults. : \
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Selah
1. Philadelphia not aimain or major city.
2. The newest of Revelation’s seven ¢ities, it had
few religious traditions; but an mscnptlon from
100 BC listed ten cults. ; ot

. It was a garrison town holding the key to the
open door from the East to the Pergamon and
later Roman empires.

. It was a missionary city founded to promote
Hellenism in an Oriental land.

-

Selah

5. Known throughout'the world as the “tity of
earthquakes”, people were ever ready to Teave
the town and dwell'in the countryside, but they
loved the city and refused to abandon |t '

. Philadelphia’s remains, for the most paﬂt lie
buried underneath modern Alasehir.

. No synagogue has been found, but one
inscription notes donation of a fountain to the
Jewish community and another mentions
“synagogue of the Hebrews”. - - .

.
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Selah

8. Philadelphia became an |mportant early
Christian city. :

Despite being largely indefensible‘-‘,‘Philagdeiphia
was the only Asian city to never surrender to
or be conquered by the Ottoman Turks:

10. A decade after the Byzantine emperor ceded
Philadelphia to the Turks, the Turkish town was
ruthlessly conquered by Tamerlane’s Mongols.
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Alasehir

Fig. 13. Westward to Alasehir;
acropolis
on dark hills. (Bargman)

Fig. 14. Remains of Byzantine
city walls.

Alagehir (2012)
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Fig. 15. BaccHus_
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} Alasehir
iR vineyard
M
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‘The home of the Sultana

* Sultana grapes and raisins originated here, and
Alasehir is Turkey’s major producing andiexporting
center.

Alasehir Sultana production (Teksaya)
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View of Alagehir from the acropolis . : - g 1
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Artists renditio

Pendentive Cutaway of St. Sophia, Istanbul
structure for domes. (Anderson)

56
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I'\'A‘re‘:a of St! J(ﬁl’s Basilica, 2012 ‘TM TR

F
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'7 The addressee of the letter will be the inheritor
5 of any promise in Rev. 3:10.

37443 &

to the angel of the church-in Philadelphia write; "%
3 . ) e A > 2

¥

& The addressee of the letter will be the inheritor
of any promise in Rev. 3:10.

T R T

“In each of the Seven Letters in Revelation, Jesus
always assumes that the Church is, in a sense, the
city. The local Church does not live apart from the

locality and the population, amid which it has a

mere temporary abode.”
(Ramsay 1895)
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“The meek also shall increase thirjoy in
the LORD, and the poor among men shall

rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.”
(Isaiah 29:19)

the key Q‘FD;VI

. man shutteth; and shutteth,.

“And the key of the house of David will |

lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open,

and none shall shut; and he shall shut,
and none shall open.”  (isaiah22:22)
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neﬂn and no
nan ogeneth

I know thy works: behold before thee an

Ry

open door and no man can _;hut itoe

P
e

I know thy works be old

s

open doo ; and no man canr_,__hut it: -

=

Yet Satan uses the same tool now, the Professing
Church, to attack God’s Word that he used in
pre-Reformation times.

: ' i, {Anderson, 98)
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little strength- and hast kept'
denled my name. -

'Inscrlptlons indicate that the city had at Ieast one
synagogue. : AN

. #Philadelphia was very active in emperor cult
”worshlp
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2) Thayer’s: tohaveaprefermceforﬁnregard
the welfare of.

I also wiII keep thee from the hour of temptation,
which shall come upon all the world, to try them that
dwell upon the earth.

35



10/11/2019

36



10/11/2019

37



10/11/2019

i Come my people enter thou into thy chambers
and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it
were for a little moment, untiI the indignation

be overpast (saiah 26:20)

For the Lord hlmself shaII descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive
remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)

and there shaII be a tlme of trouble such as
never was since there was a nation even to that
same time” (Daniel 12:1)

“For then shaII be gret trlbuatlon such as was
not since the beginning of the world to this
tlme no, nor ever shall be (Matthew24 21)

”And | will execute vengeance in anger and fury

upon the heathen, such as they have not heard.”
(Mlcah5 15)
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be thou faithful unto death and | WI|| give
thee a crown of life.” (Revelation2:10)

39



T
(KIV)

CEpa Gl G3528 |yik

10/11/2019

To conquer

To carry off the victory o
Of Christ, victorious over all Hisfoes |
Of Christians that hold fast their faith even

- unto death against the power of their foes,

and temhhtions and parsecutidﬁs,

OVERCOMER 2t
';;Usfﬁf,e::é?OVE"R

¥-ERc _MERW;ER_-
;ef.:(j()m ! J{OVERCONER

o\fer comer

()\'EI!l.(lMEI!B}ffﬁESﬁE?
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”Who is he that overcometh the world but he
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God’-”f

Held fast Hls name (Rev 2:13

Dld not deny the faith (Rev 2: 13) i
Have not known the depths of Satan (Rev 2:24)
Repented (Rev3:3; 3:19)
Pe eye d:(Rev 10)

E 1. They did not deny Christ (rev3:8, 100)

2.They did not defile their garments (rev. 3:4)

. 3.They kept the word of His patience (rev. 2:10a)
4. They remained loyal to God (rev. 2:1-3)
5.They overcame tribulation (rev2:3-10)

| 6.They remained faithful (rev2:8-10)

7.They were spiritually zealous (rev2:19)

10/11/2019
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Jerusalem which cometh down out of Heaven from
my God and | W|II Write upon him my new name.

.He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Splrlt
salth unto the churches.

- i ‘fpmphe |c'~m"e‘s§gqe
-‘ ,%t uou Jandime hmugh
= e
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earthqualge nd_attack
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2 Phlladelphl Chrlstlans neyer-den'ed'thelr
falth ogthe Name of JesL_ls ~The,y 'persevered '
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_ nary C|ty of Greek culture ‘
became al m|55|onary city for the Way o
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| istian presence, one. OfJUSt §r .
any of the; -even Cltles of Revelatlon
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