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The Christian Bible
consists of two 
‘testaments’
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Old Testament books fall into five categories:

Version Examples Language Date Composed Oldest Copy

Silver 
Scrolls

Found at Ketef Hinnom 
near Jerusalem in 1979

Paleo-Hebrew 650-587 BC
Amulets with Priestly 
Blessing-Num 6:22-27

Dead Sea 
Scrolls

Qumran Tanakh
Hebrew, 
Aramaic, 
Greek

c. 150 BC–AD70 
c. 150 BC – AD 70 
(fragments)*

Septuagint Early papyri Greek c. 270 BC
2nd century BC (frags)
4th century AD (comp)

Peshitta
The name Peshitta in 
Aramaic means "Straight"

Syriac c. AD125
Oldest dated 
manuscript is AD 464.

Masoretic
Aleppo Codex, Leningrad 
Codex

Hebrew c. AD90
10th century AD 
(comp)

Samaritan 
Pentateuch

Abisha Scroll, by Aaron’s 
GGS 13 years after Deut.

Samaritan 
Hebrew

200–100 BC
XXX BC claimed

Oldest extant MSS, 
c. 11th century AD

Targum
Earliest date from Ezra’s  
time to be read to 
unlearned

Aramaic
XXX BC claimed;
Popular after AD70

5th century AD

Coptic
Crosby-Schøyen Codex, 
British Library MS. 

Coptic 
(4 dialects)

Sahidic, 2 cent AD
Bohairic, 3 cent AD

3rd or 4th century AD
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Dead Sea scrolls were recovered at Qumran in 1946 
from caves that had been closed in 68 AD1.

The included the complete scroll of Isaiah as well as 
scrolls and/or fragments of every Old Testament 
book other than Esther.

1. Eisenman argues for a final possible deposit date of 132 AD.
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The Torah

Joshua

Judges

Samuel

Kings

Isaiah

Jeremiah

Ezekiel

Minor Prophets

Psalms

Proverbs

Job

Song of Songs

Ruth

Lamentations

Ecclesiastes

Esther

Daniel

Ezra/Nehemiah

Chronicles

The Law (Torah)

The 
Prophets
(Nevi’im)

The 
Writings
(Ketuvim)

Former 
Prophets

Prophets
(Major)

(Minor)

Wisdom

Megillot 
(Scrolls)

Histories

The Pentateuch

Joshua

Judges

2 Samuel

2 Kings

Isaiah

Jeremiah

Ezekiel

Minor Prophets

Psalms

Proverbs

Job

Song of Songs

Ruth

Lamentations

Ecclesiastes

Esther

Daniel

Nehemiah

2 Chronicles

1 Samuel

1 Kings

Ezra

1 Chronicles

Law

History
(Pre‐exile)

Prophets
(Major)

(Minor)

Wisdom

(Post‐exile)

Tenakh (Hebrew Bible), 24 Books Old Testament (Christian Bible), 39 Books

5 Books

12 Books

The 27 books of the New Testament are a record of 
historical events in the life of Jesus Christ ‐ His life, death, 
resurrection, ascension ‐ and the birth and spread of 
Christianity in the 1st Century AD by His disciples.

The New Testament covers a New Covenant between 
God and humans in which the dispensation of grace is 
revealed through Jesus Christ.

Christians believe that the New Testament add to the Old 
Testament to complete the revelation of God.

Therefore, Jesus came to complete the revelation of God.  
In so doing, His life and death fulfilled hundreds of Old 
Testament prophecies.
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1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, 
and wherein ye stand; 

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 

3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures; 

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures:

1 Corinthians 15:1‐4



5/9/2019

17

according to the scriptures

according to the scriptures

A Jewish tax 
collector from 
Capernaum. One 
of Jesus’ initial 
12 Apostles. 
Literate in Greek 
and Aramaic and 
took shorthand.

Gentile physician 
(possibly Greek 
or Macedonian) 
Paul met on 
Second Mission 
Journey in Troas 
and followed 
Paul thereafter. 
Author of books 
of Luke and Acts. 

Young Galilean 
fisherman born 
in Bethsaida. 
With brother 
James, one of 
Jesus’ initial 12 
Apostles.  The 
beloved disciple. 
The youngest 
Apostle. 

A rich young Jew 
from Jerusalem, 
accompanied 
Paul and his 
uncle Barnabas 
on Ministry; 
Peter considered 
him as son;  later 
amanuensis and 
disciple of Peter.
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Matthew Mark Luke John
Presents 
Jesus as Messiah Servant of

God
Saviour of 

Man
Son of 
God

Genealogy Abraham
(Legal line) - Adam

(Blood line)
Eternal

(Pre-existent)

What Jesus Said Did Felt Was

Written to the Jew Greek/Roman 
Latin tones Roman/Greek Church

First Miracle Leper (sin) 
cleansed

Demon 
expelled

Demon 
expelled

Water to 
Wine

Ends with Resurrection Ascension Promise of 
Spirit (Acts)

Promise of 
Return 

(Revelation)
Camp Side

Ensign 
Face

East
Judah
Lion

West
Ephraim

Ox

South
Reuben

Man

North
Dan

Eagle

Matthew Mark Luke John
Presents 

as Messiah Servant Son of 
Man

Son of 
God

Style Groupings Snapshots Narrative Supernatural 
review

Key word Fulfilled 
(38X)

Immediately
(42X)

It came to 
pass (40X)

Verily, verily 
(24X)

Jesus 151X 93X 88X 247X

Tone Prophetic Practical Historical Spiritual

Aspects Human Human Human Divine

Ministry 
covered Galilean Galilean Galilean Judean
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are Synoptic Gospels.

“Synoptic” means “summary”.  It comes from a Greek 
word meaning “seeing the whole together.”

The three gospels include much of the same content, 
often in a similar sequence and in similar wording.

All three belong to the genre of biography, covering:

Jesus’ teachings

His origins, ministry and miracles

His passion and resurrection

John, a theological gospel, has comparatively distinct 
content.
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Writer’s Perspective
Developing interest:
1. What He did (Mark)

2. What He said (Matthew, Luke)

3. What He was (John)

Differing insights:
1. King of the Jews (Matthew)

2. Suffering servant; Saviour of the world (Mark)

3. Son of man (Luke)

4. Son of God (John)

Reader’s Perspective

Written for believers:

Matthew (Jews; younger new 
Christians, converts)

John (older; mature Christians)

Written for non‐believers:

Mark covered practical aspects

Luke provided history
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A “harmony” attempts to collate the four accounts 
chronologically into a single account.

Harmonisation has some serious problems: 

Some events are given in a different sequence.

The authors may have seen an event differently.

Some similar events occurred at different times.

Crushing seemingly similar verses into a single form 
deemphasizes the text and can miss the message.

Event  Matthew  Mark  Luke  John 
Crucifixion of Jesus Matthew 27:34–61 Mark 15:23–47 Luke 23:33–54 John 19:18–38 

Crown of thorns Matthew 27:29 Mark 15:17 John 19:2–5 

Carrying the cross Matthew 27:27–33 Mark 15:20–22 Luke 23:26–32 John 19:16–17 

Blood curse Matthew 27:24–25
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No. Appearance Tribe Characteristics References

1 Lion Judah King or defender Rev. 5:5

2 Calf (Ox) Ephraim Sacrifice Lev. 4

3
Face of 
a man

Reuben
Substitute or 

humanity
Phil. 2:5-8
Gen. 4:1

4
Flying 
eagle

Dan Sustained Ex. 19:4

Four faces referenced in Isaiah 6; Ezekiel 1, 10; Gospels; Numbers 2

Presents Jesus 
as the righteous 
King of the Jews, 
the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah. 
The emphasis 
is on His 
righteousness.

Presents Jesus 
as the Great 
Physician and 
friend of sinners. 
Emphasis is on 
His humanity, 
wisdom and 
mercy.

Presents Jesus 
as the Word of 
God, the “Living 
Bread that came 
down from 
heaven”. 
Emphasis is on 
His divinity.

Presents Jesus 
as the suffering 
servant and the 
workman of the 
law. Emphasis is 
on His miracles, 
strength, and His 
actions.
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1. Matthew
The Promised One is here; see His 
Credentials.

2. Mark
This is how He worked; see His Power.

3. Luke
This what He was like; see His Nature.

4. John
This is who He really was; see His Godship.


