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KEY THEME

The coming of
Christ for the

church

1 Thessalonians
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KEY VERSE
For God did not appoint us
to wrath, but to obtain
salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 19who died
for us, that whether we
wake or sleep, we should
live together with Him.

1 Thessalonians 5:9-10

Paul

« Paul (“the least"), born Saul of
Tarsus (4 BC-c. 62—64 AD), a leader
of the first generation of Christians.

His epistles have had enormous
influence on Christian theology and
comprise half the New Testament.

* As apostle to the Gentiles, Paul
played a crucial role in development
of Christianity away from its Jewish
parent, but retaining its Jewish roots.

* He supported himself as a tent
maker, working with leather.

His Thessalonian epistles are the :
earliest in the NT, probably written Oldest known picture of
within 20 years of Jesus’ crucifixion. Paul (4th Century AD)




2/21/2019

Paul’s evangelical approach

Stop in a city with a synagogue.

* Work at his trade of tent-maker.
* Preach the Gospel of Jesus in the synagogue to Jews

* The “God-fearers” (fringe non-Jewish seekers) were

most receptive to the message
* Jewish elders usually got angry and forced Paul out

after 2 or 3 Sabbaths.

* Paul would continue to preaching and teaching
elsewhere in the town (sometimes right next door)

« Jews would drum up persecution
* Paul would leave, with a healthy church left behind
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Thessalonica (formerly Salonika)

Originally named Therma
from the many hot springs.

In 315 BC, it was renamed
Thessalonica after Alexander
the Great’s half-sister.

Became a province capital
when Rome conquered
Macedonia in 168 BC.

In Paul’s day, about 200,000
lived there; today it’s an important port, commercial and
industrial city of 300,000 and Greece’s second largest city.

In WWII, the occupying Germans sent its Jewish population of
60,000 to extermination camps.
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Location Map
Thessalonica

Via Egnatia
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Thessalonica

* Thessalonica minted the most coins of any city in Asia.

Thessalonica

* Ruled by a Plutarch (noted by Luke in Acts).

* Large mixed population, plus many Jewish traders —
major road (Via Egnatia) and sea routes.
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Accusations of Paul behind his back (Ch 2-3)

Paul is a bungler.

They claimed he left the situation Thessalonica in confusion, being
unable to sort it out to everyone’s satisfaction

Paul is a coward.

They claimed he left Thessalonica as a criminal on the run.

Paul is a fanatic.

They claimed he is so single-minded that he is mentally
unbalanced.

Paul’s is lecherous
towards women.

There were many wealthy women in the Fellowship, and Paul was
rumoured to have given them inappropriate attention.

Paul is a trickster.

They accused Paul of being a conman, of associating himself with
the Thessalonian Christians to use them to his own advantage.

Paul is a flatterer.

They claimed that he played to the gallery and actually had very
little to say that was worth hearing, and that he was not genuinely
concerned for the Thessalonian church.

Paul is an
opportunist.

They claimed he was only preaching for the money the church
would give him.

Paul is an idler.

They claimed he didn’t do any real work and had an easy life.

Paul is a dictator.

They claimed he was harsh and lorded over his converts.

2/21/2019
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Paul’s response to the criticism

His ministry was effective.
He emphasises his boldness.
He claims to be without guile.

He appeals to his godliness.

He appeals to his humbleness.

He appeals to the gentleness.

He appeals to his selflessness.

He appeals to his busyness.

He appeals to his holiness.

He appeals to his earnestness.

He appeals to his strictness.

He says to them, “You are a solid church, full of faith
and love, and you’re evangelising others.”

Jailed in Philippi, yet he continued preaching in the
very next town, Thessalonica. Was that cowardly?
He says that he means what he says and says what
he means. He doesn’t try to fool anyone.

God approves of him, even if no one else does.

He chose not to stand on his rights or his dignity.

He treated the Thessalonians as a nurse treats a
baby. No one could have cared for them more.

He reminds them that he gave them time, money
and his very self.

Far from being lazy, he laboured from dawn to dusk
every day.

He says, “You are witnesses, and so is God, of how
holy, righteous and blameless we were among you”.
He was motherly when they needed comfort and
fatherly when they needed discipline.

He never compromised his standards with them and
never take tried to trick them into anything.

The non-Christian (Greek) attitude to women

WE KEEP PROSTITUTESFOR PLEASURE

WE KEEP MISTRESSES FOR THE DAY TO
DAY NEEDS OF OUR BODIES

WE KEEP WA VES FOR THE BEGETTING OF
OUR CHILDREN AND THE C.UARDIANSH

OFE OUR HOUSES:

Demosthenes (384 —322BC

WOMEN ARE MARRIED TO BE DIVORCED
AND DIVORCED TOBE MARRIED

Seneca the Younger (4 BC — 65 AD)

2/21/2019
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Outline of 1 Thessalonians

¢ How the church was born (Chapter 1)

PAUL

REMEMBERS
(Chapters 1-3) ¢ How the church was established (Ch.

3)

¢ How the church was nurtured (Ch. 2)

¢ The church should walk in holiness

(Ch. 4:1-8)
PAUL ¢ In harmony (Ch. 4:9-10)
EXHORTS « In honesty (Ch. 4:11-12)
(Chapter 4-5) e In hope (Ch. 4:13—5:11)

* In helpfulness (Ch. 5:12-28)

Contents

Growing Pains Take a Stand!
(1 Thess 2:13-20) -w (1 Thess 3:1-13)
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1 Thessalonians 1

Greeting

1

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Their Good Example

2

[3

We give thanks to God always for you all, making
(~ 7~/ mention of you in our prayers, 3 remembering without
,% . /f‘ ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience
5 ((J !

of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God
and Father,  knowing, beloved brethren, your
election by God. > For our gospel did not come to you
in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit
and in much assurance, as you know what kind of
men we were among you for your sake.

I e

And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having
received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy
Spirit, 7 so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and
Achaia who believe.

For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only
in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place.

Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need
to say anything.

For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of
entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God, 1°and to wait for His Son from
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who
delivers us from the wrath to come.

14
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1 Thessalonians 2

Paul’s Conduct

1 For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you
was not in vain. 2But even after we had suffered before and
were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we were bold
in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict.
3 For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness,
nor was it in deceit.

But as we have been approved by God to be

! OUR
entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak,
not as pleasing men, but God who tests our PURPOSE
hearts. ® For neither at any time did we use ISTO
flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for
covetousness—God is witness. ® Nor did we PLEASE
seek glory from men, either from you or from GO D- NOT
others, when we might have made demands PEQPLE.
as apostles of Christ.

But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother
cherishes her own children. 8 So, affectionately longing for
you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the
gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had
become dear to us.

For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring
night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you,
we preached to you the gospel of God.

You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly and
blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you who believe;

11 3s you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged
every one of you, as a father does his own children, 2 that you
would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own
kingdom and glory.

15
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Their Conversion

13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because
when you received the word of God which you heard from us,
you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth,
the word of God, which also effectively works in you who
believe.

For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God
which are in Judea in Christ Jesus.

For you also suffered the same things from your own
countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans, *> who killed
both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have
persecuted us; and they do not please God and are contrary
to all men, 8 forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they
may be saved, so as always to fill up the measure of their sins;
but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.

Longing to See Them

17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a
short time in presence, not in heart, endeavored more
eagerly to see your face with great desire.

18 Therefore we wanted to come to you—even |, Paul, time and
again—but Satan hindered us.

19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not
even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His
coming? 2% For you are our glory and joy.

16



1 Thessalonians 3

Concern for Their Faith

1 Therefore, when we could no longer endure it, we thought it
good to be left in Athens alone, 2and sent Timothy, our
brother and minister of God, and our fellow laborer in the
gospel of Christ, to establish you and encourage you
concerning your faith, 3that no one should be shaken by
these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we are
appointed to this.

For, in fact, we told you before when we were with you that
we would suffer tribulation, just as it happened, and you
know. ® For this reason, when | could no longer endure it, |
sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter had
tempted you, and our labor might be in vain.

Encouraged by Timothy

6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and brought
us good news of your faith and love, and that you always have
good remembrance of us, greatly desiring to see us, as we
also to see you— ’ therefore, brethren, in all our affliction and
distress we were comforted concerning you by your faith.

8 For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord.

% For what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy
with which we rejoice for your sake before our God, 1° night
and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and
perfect what is lacking in your faith?

2/21/2019
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Prayer for the Church

11 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus
Christ, direct our way to you.

12- And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to
one another and to all, just as we do to you, 3 so that He may
establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.

1 Thessalonians 4
Plea for Purity

1 Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus
that you should abound more and more, just as you received
from us how you ought to walk and to please God; % for you
know what commandments we gave you through the Lord
Jesus.

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should
abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should
know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and
honor, > not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not
know God; ¢ that no one should take advantage of and
defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the
avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified.

18



2/21/2019

A

NV ™ LSRN, ;‘sg'
s .u“ ‘_ e -‘;_ ~ - P -

AR M

SANCTIFICATION

Growmg Toward God

'“

t-._ ..uLv ,

7 For God did not call us to uncleanness,
but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who rejects
this does not reject man, but God, who
has also given us His Holy Spirit.

A Brotherly and Orderly Life

9 But concerning brotherly love you have no need that | should
write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one
another; 1%and indeed you do so toward all the brethren who
are in all Macedonia.

But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more;
1 that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own
business, and to work with your own hands, as we
commanded you, 12 that you may walk properly toward those
who are outside, and that you may lack nothing.

19
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The Comfort of Christ’s Coming

13 But | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who
have no hope. *For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in
Jesus.

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who
are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no
means precede those who are asleep.

For this we say to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord will by no
means precede those who are asleep.

16 For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of
an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first.

17 Then we who are alive and
remain shall be caught up
together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in
the air. And thus we shall
always be with the Lord.

18 Therefore comfort one THE LORD
another with these words. TO MEET
IN THE ATR.

1 Thessalontans %.17

20



1 Thessalonians 5

The Day of the Lord

1

4

But concerning the times and
the seasons, brethren, you
have no need that | should
write to you. 2 For you your-
selves know perfectly that
the day of the Lord so comes
as a thief in the night.

For when they say, “Peace
and safety!” then sudden
destruction comes upon
them, as labor pains upon a
pregnant woman. And they
shall not escape.

But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should
overtake you as a thief. > You are all sons of light and sons of
the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. ® Therefore let
us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are
drunk at night.

But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the
breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of
salvation.

For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 who died for us, that whether
we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.

Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as
you also are doing.

2/21/2019
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Various Exhortations

12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor
among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you,
13and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake.
Be at peace among yourselves.

Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those BE J[]YFUL ALNAYS
who are unruly, comfort .the fai_nthearted, PRAY [UN-HN“AU_Y
v onrenseon oo ONETHACS N
anyone, but always pursue what is good AU. [lR[UMSTAN[ES

FORTHIS IS GODS

both for yourselves and for all.

Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing,
18in everything give thanks; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

1% Do not quench the Spirit. 2 Do not despise prophecies. %! Test
all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form
of evil.

Blessing and Admonition

23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely;
and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2* He who
calls you is faithful, who also will do jt.

Brethren, pray for us.
Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss.

| charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read to all the
holy brethren.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

22
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Chapter 5 - Final teachings

Respect your leaders (not democracy or dictatorship but
theocracy)
Members:

# Don’t be idle, timid, weak

* Be patient, forgiving, joyful, prayerful and thankful
The Holy Spirit

# Don’t quench the spirit

* Don’t despise prophecies

* Do test everything, hold onto what is good and avoid what is
evil.

May God sanctify you through and through
May Jesus keep you

Chapter 5 — Words on the Trinity

* The Holy Spirit
* Don’t quench the spirit
* Don’t despise prophecies

* Do test everything, hold onto what is good
and avoid what is evil.

* May God sanctify you through and through

* May Jesus keep you blameless until He comes

23
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Big ideas in the 1 Thessalonians

God calls : Believers ~ Believers who
believers to " can expect " have died will
stand firm and to suffer for %/ ‘rise first when
remain faithful their faith % Christ returns

Christ’s return " Believerscan ¥
will be h wait expectantly
unexpected, § I’ for Christ’s
like a thiefin S&Y  return while
the night living holy lives

Signs in Matthew 24

In Matthew 24, Jesus gave four signs to look for before his Second
Coming:

Disasters in the world:

wars, famines, earth-

quakes, false Christs.
Developments in the
Church: universal
persecution, falling

3 numbers, false prophets,

Danger in the Middle completed mission.

East: sacrilegious

dictator (Antichrist),

unequalled (but limited)

success, false Christs, Darkness in the sky: moon

and false prophets. and stars gone, sky-wide
lightning, the coming of
the true Christ and
Christians gathered ‘from
the four winds”.
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