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DEPT OF 
DAKOTA

X X

321
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DEPT OF THE
PLATTE

X X
• Nebraska (state)
• Wyoming
• Utah
• part of Idaho.

MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI (1865-1894), LTG PHILIP SHERIDAN (69-83), HQ CHICAGO

• Minnesota (state)
• Montana
• Dakotas

4 coy 5 coy

450 men 925 men

(-)

3.5 coy 12  coy 15  coy 5  coy

1,031 men
261 Crow & Shoshone
80 prospectors

LTC GA Custer

RS

2,400 soldiers
400 Scouts
200 civilians
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GIBBON

TERRY

Fort Ellis

Fort Abraham
Lincoln

Fort
Fetterman

CROOK

24 June 1876

Some 10,000 Indians set 
up village at Greasy Grass
along Little Big Horn River.

Crook awaits reinforcements.Crook awaits reinforcements.

Powder River Depot

Goose Creek Base

Evening 24 June, 7th Cavalry 
bivouacs (today Busby, MT).
Evening 24 June, 7th Cavalry 
bivouacs (today Busby, MT).

Terry/Gibbon force cross the
Yellowstone at camp at mouth

of the Big Horn River.

Terry/Gibbon force cross the
Yellowstone at camp at mouth

of the Big Horn River.

Evening 24 June 1876

Terry/Gibbon Column
4 Cavalry Companies
7½ Infantry Companies
3 Gatling Guns (600men)

Custer Column
_ _12 Cavalry Companies
615 Soldiers (31O, 584E)

35‐40 Scouts
20 Civilians

Crook Column
15 Cavalry Companies
5 Infantry Companies

1031 Soldiers
261 Scouts 
80 Prospectors

Indian Village
7,500‐10,000 Indians 
2,000 ‐ 2,500 Warriors
1,000   Tepees
20,000 Horses

C
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Buffalo Calf
Robe

Red HorseRain-in-
the-face

Pretty Nose Iron HailAmerican
Horse the Elder

Lame White
Man

Shot-in
-the-eye

Red CloudRuns-the-
Enemy

Wooden Leg Crow King Yellow Hair White Eagle White Bull Fool Bull Short Bull One Bull

Lakota/Cheyenne Order of Battle

Sitting Bull

LAKOTA DAKOTA ARAPAHONORTHERN
CHEYENNE

Represented Nations and Tribes

• Hunkpapa
• Sihasapa
• Minneconjou
• Sans Arc
• Oglala
• Brule
• Two Kettles

• Lower
Yanktonai

• Wahpekute

Chief Gall Crazy Horse Two Moons

PRINCIPAL CHIEF, LAKOTA NATION

PROMINENT WAR CHIEFS

SOME OTHER WAR CHIEFS

Custer’s Hill

Luce Ridge

Calhoun
Hill

Force reunited
1646

Custer’s Ridge

METRES
10000 3000

10 3
KILOMETRES

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET (6 METRES)

2000

2

REPRESENTS 8‐10 LODGES (TEPEES)

TRIBAL ALLOCATION AND LOCATIONS INDICATIVE ONLY
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Myles Moylan

I

A

I
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E

Thomas Custer Algernon Smith Donald McIntosh

I

G
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Miles Keogh James Calhoun

Thomas McDougall

I

B
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D
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F

Thomas Weir George Yates Frederick Benteen

I

H

I

K

I

M

Edward Godfrey Thomas French

LTC George Armstrong Custer
Major Marcus Reno
Adjutant: 1LT William W. Cooke
Assistant Surgeon: George Edwin Lord
Acting Assistant Surgeon: James Madison DeWolf
Acting Assistant Surgeon: Henry Rinaldo Porter
Chief of Scouts: 2LT Charles Varnum
Pack Train Commander: 1LT Edward Mathey

Mitch Bouyer, scout/interpreter
Fred Gerard: interpreter
Isaiah Dormer: interpreter
Charley Reynolds: scout
Half Yellow Face: chief Crow scout
Bloody Knife; Arikara/Lakota scout
Two Moons: Arikara/Cheyenne scout
Hairy Moccasin; White Man Runs Him;

Curley; Goes Ahead, others: scouts

7th Cavalry Regiment 
(United States Army)

RS
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I I

BENTEEN
D,H,K

120 men

I I

RENO
A,G,M

175 men

I

MCDOUGALL
B & Pack Train

136 men

I I

CUSTER
C,E,F,I,L
221 men

Order of Battle
I I I

7

Crows Nest

Custer’s Cunning Plan, Noon  25 June 1876

I

MCDOUGALL
B

PACK TRAIN

I I

BENTEEN
D,H,K

I I

RENO
A,G,M

I I

CUSTER
C,E,F,I,L

RS

1205‐1212 ‐ 25 June 1876

I I I

RENO 
HILL

THIRD 
HALT

RENO 
CREEK

FLATS

MORASS
LONE 
TEPEE

CROWS’
NEST

LITTLE
BIGHORN
RIVER

RS

DIVIDE
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I I

BENTEEN
D,H,K

1445‐1500 ‐ 25 June 1876

I I I

I I

RENO
A,G,M

Like most battle plans, 
it worked fine until 

contact with the enemy.

1500‐1515 ‐ 25 June 1876

I I

BENTEEN
D,H,K

I I I
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I I

BENTEEN
D,H,K

1515‐1545 ‐ 25 June 1876

I I

BENTEEN
D,H,K

I I I

RS
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Reno’s Battalion

Captain Myles Moylan

I
G 7

MAJ Reno

1LT Donald McIntosh Thomas French

I I
72

I

7A
I

M 7

RS

LT Benjamin Hodgson
Actg. Adjutant (from B Coy)

1LT Charles DeRudio 2LT George D. Wallace

Scouts 
(Wolves)

Curley
(Crow)

LT Charles Varnum
OIC (from A Coy)

LT Luther Hare
2IC (from K Coy)

Mitch Bouyer
Guide

White Man Runs Him
Crow Chief Scout

I
7SCT

Bob-tailed Bull
(Ree)

Red Bear
(Arikara)

Little Brave
(Arikara)

White Swan
(Crow)

Bloody Knife
(Arikara/Lakota)

Isaiah Dorman (Interpreter), Goose, Curling Head, Fred Gerard (Interpreter), Goes Ahead, 
Boy Chief, Hairy Moccasin, Paints Half His Face Yellow, Little Sioux, One Feather, Owl, Peter 
Jackson, William Jackson, Red Star, Running Wolf, Sitting Bear, Soldier, Strikes The Lodge, 

Stab, Strikes Two, Two Moons (Arikara/Cheyenne), Young Hawk
RS

Charley Reynolds
Chief Scout
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METERS
10000 3000

10 3

KILOMETRES

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

2000

2

C

1450

1443 Scouts tell Custer village
now alert. Orders Reno charge

1451 Custer and Reno (1453)
stop to water horses.

1457 Reno moves to ford. 
Cooke returns to Custer.

NOTE
Horse herd size and 

location is indicative In 
reality, there were 
many thousands.

METERS
10000 3000

10 3

KILOMETRES

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

2000

2


SCT

II

A,G,M

III
7

(‐)

C,E,F,I,L

1500


SCT

1500 Scouts verify ford. Hare’s
half to drive off Indian horses
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III
7

(‐)

C,E,F,I,L

1515

Reno’s men charge at a half 
gallop. Sight Indian village

SGT Kanipe sent to Benteen
and pack train. “Come quickly.”
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Reno’s men dismount to form 
skirmish line. ¼ hold horses.

Scout stragglers from Custer
join LT Hare herding horses.
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1532

Custer and scouts reconnoitre
from Weir Point.  See village.

Two Moon’s Cheyennes
envelop Coy G’s left flank
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CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

2000

2

I
M

I
G

I
A 

SCT

1533

III
7

(‐)

C,E,F,I,L

Hundreds of attacking 
Indian warriors not shown 
for clarity, but trust me, 

they were there!

1533 Custer sends Martin with
Cooke’s final written order. 

1534 Custer’s battalion starts
down Grand Coulee. 
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I
K

I
H

Hundreds of attacking 
Indian warriors not shown 
for clarity, but trust me, 

they were there!

1542 SGT Kanipe reaches
Benteen with Custer’s order
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METERS
10000 3000

10 3

KILOMETRES

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

2000

2

1553

Hundreds of attacking 
Indian warriors not shown 
for clarity, but trust me, 

they were there!

II

D,H,K

I
K

I
H

1553 Forms line to withdraw;  
Coy G doesn’t hear the order

I
M


G

I
A


G

G


SCT


G
I

G

1543+ Scout Bloody Knife’s 
head shot next to Reno; panic

1556 Custer’s battalion starts 
down Medicine Tail Coulee

1558 Trumpeter Martin delivers
Custer’s last order to Benteen
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10 3
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CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET
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1600

I
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I
K

Hundreds of attacking 
Indian warriors not shown 
for clarity.  Now start back 

to join Custer attack!

I
M

I
A


SCT


G


G

1600 – Reno’s forces attack 
and push through at river.

Coy G survivors and scouts 
hide along river and in tees

3 officers, 29 men and 23 
scouts were KIA and one 
officer and 18 men MIA.
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I
H

I
D

I
K

1620 – Reno and Benteen 
battalions link up on Reno Hill


G


G

1618 – First firing heard 
from Custer’s battalion

Scouts sent from Crook 
arrive at Reno battlefield.

Hundreds of attacking 
Indian warriors turn back 
to (1) attack Custer and/or 

(2) defend village.
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1630 Crow scouts hear 
Custer’s battalion firing.
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G
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1640 Crow scouts hear 
Custer’s battalion firing.


G


G

RS

Crook scout Heredeen links 
up with abandoned troopers
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Reno attack quietens down 
as Indians move back north.
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G
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Heredeen has rounded up 
12 abandoned Coy troopers 


G
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1710 Custer’s battalion final 
firing is heard on Reno Hill.


G


G 

G

Crow scouts who had hidden 
along the river rejoin Reno.

Angry and without orders, CPT 
Weir leads his D Coy north

Heredeen and 12 Coy G 
troopers sneak toward bluffs



11/15/2018

20

METERS
10000 3000

10 3

KILOMETRES

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

2000

2

1720

I
M

I
A

I
H

I
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1720 With Coy A, LT Varnum 
leads burial party to river.

I
D


SCT


G


A
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I
M

I
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I
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I
D

I
K

Scout Herendon* and 12 Co 
G troopers link with Varnum

I
B


SCT


G


A

To Weir (D) and scouts on 
Weir Point, no sign of Custer 

but Lakota and Cheyenne 
are preparing to attack!

NOTE: George Heredon (Heredeen) 
sent by BG Terry to liaise with Custer.

Benteen leads remainder of 
his battalion (H,K) after Weir.
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METERS
10000 3000

10 3
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CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

2000

2

1740

I
A


SCT

1740 Reno orders all troops 
north to follow Benteen. 

Reno and his orderly gallop 
north to find Benteen.

I
B

I
D

I
M

I
H

I
K


SCT


A


G

I
G

III
Benteen takes Coy H to warn 
Reno. Coys D&K rear guard.

Herendon, Varnum and Coy 
G survivors link with Coy A.
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CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET
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2

1750

I
A

1750 Having defeated 
Custer, the Indians are 

coming for the rest.  Retreat 
to defensible Reno Hill.

I
B

I
D


SCT

I
G

I
K

IIII
H

1752 Companies A, B. G 
and the train  started for 
Weir Point. 1757 Reno 

orders them back ASAP.

I
G

I
M
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1800

1750 Having defeated 
Custer, the Indians are 

coming for the rest.  Retreat 
to defensible Reno Hill.

I
H

I
K


SCT

I
D

I
K

I
A

I
B

I
G

1800 Reno, Benteen and 
Coy H arrive at Reno Hill.
1802 All units except the 

rear guard Coy K are back.

III

I
M

METERS
10000 3000

10 3

KILOMETRES

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

2000

2

1810

I
A

1750 Having defeated 
Custer, the Indians are 

coming for the rest.  Retreat 
to defensible Reno Hill.

I
B
I

M
I

H

I
K


SCT

I
G

I
D

I
K

1810 Godfrey, Hare and 
Company K, covering the 

retreat with scouts, arrive at 
Reno Hill.

III

The 14 officers and 340 
troopers on the bluffs 

organized an all-around 
defense and dug rifle pits.
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METERS
10000 3000

10 3

KILOMETRES

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

2000

2

I
H

The battlefield for Major Reno, Captain 
Benteen, and survivors of the savage 
valley fight is now a small rocky knoll 
overlooked to the north by higher 
ground.  The 354 survivors face 1,800 to 
2,500 warriors who just annihilated 
Custer’s 5 companies in under an hour. 

RS

The heavily outnumbered and exhausted soldiers must now 
withstand constant attack, sniping, and harsh conditions until 

nightfall (2100) and throughout most of the next day.

METERS
5000 1000

0.50 1

KILOMETRES

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET RS

B
K

D
G

A

H

M

1815

The best ground was that 
which they had lucked into 

before. They quickly 
established a sound 
defensive perimeter. 

The aid post, horses and 
pack train were placed in a 

slight depression in the 
centre of the perimeter.

The good position had three  
weaknesses:







SHARPSHOOTER RIDGE

and  lack of water.


overlooked by Sharpshooter 
Ridge,

 only partial
coverage of one coulee,
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METERS
5000 1000

0.50 1
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CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET RS
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H

M

1815







SHARPSHOOTER RIDGE

2100

Fighting lasted continuously 
for nearly 3 hours but eased 

off after dark.

Official records indicate that 
8 men were KIA and XX WIA

in the first day’s siege.

“After we got very nicely into 
position and the pack train 
came up, the Indians came 
back and fired into us pretty 

sharp – as sharp as it could be, 
pretty near all the afternoon, 
until about dark.”  Dr. Porter

Barely had they taken up 
defensive positions than 
the 352 survivors were 

attacked by 2000 enemy.

M

B
K

D
G

A

H

METERS
5000 1000

0.50 1

KILOMETRES

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET RS

0230 SHARPSHOOTER RIDGE

During the hellish night, 
Major Reno and officers 
adjusted the perimeter.

Soldiers scraped foxholes 
by hand, and made 

barricades with dead 
animals and hardtack boxes.

Morning nautical twilight 
(2:30‐2:44 am local time), 

an intense fuselage 
erupted.



11/15/2018

27

Medal of Honor Recipients
Name Rank & Co. Act of heroism
Otto Voit Pvt. Co. H Bravery in Action
Benj. C. Criswell Sgt. Co. B Brought up ammunition
Henry Holden Pvt. Co. D Brought up ammunition
Thomas Murray Sgt. Co. B Brought up pack train
Richard P. Hanley Sgt. Co. C Recaptured pack mule
Chas. Cunningham Pvt. Co. B Continued firing after wounded
Henry W. B. Mechlin Bks.* Co. H Sharpshooter for water party
Charles Windolph Pvt. Co. H Sharpshooter for water party
George Geiger Sgt. Co. H Sharpshooter for water party
James Pym Pvt. Co. B Brought water under fire
Neil Bancroft Pvt. Co. A Brought water to wounded
Abram B. Brant Pvt. Co. D Brought water to wounded
Thomas J. Callan Pvt. Co. B Brought water to wounded
Frederick Deetline Bks.* Co. C Brought water to wounded
Theodore W. Goldin Pvt. Co. G Brought water to wounded
David W. Harris Pvt. Co. A Brought water to wounded
William M. Harris Pvt. Co. D Brought water to wounded
Rufus D. Hutchinson Sgt. Co. B Brought water to wounded
Stanislas Roy Sgt. Co. A Brought water to wounded
George D. Scott Pvt. Co. D Brought water to wounded
Thomas W. Stivers Pvt. Co. D Brought water to wounded
Peter Thompson Pvt. Co. C Brought water to wounded
Frank Tolan Pvt. Co. D Brought water to wounded
Charles H. Welch Pvt. Co. D Brought water to wounded

Note: Awarded 10/5/1878 except for Fred Goldin 12/21/1895 and Thomas Callan 10/24/1896. 
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Custer’s Battalion

CPT Thomas Custer

I
F 7

LTC George Custer

CPT GeorgeYates CPT James Calhoun

I I I
7

I
L 7

( - )

1LT Algernon Smith

I

7E

CPT Myles Keogh

I

7I

2LT Henry
Harrington

2LT James
Sturgis

2LT Walter
Reily

1LT James
Porter

2LT John
Crittenden

CPT WW Cooke 
Adjutant

I

7C
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I
1545

1604

Scouts Curly and Mitch 
Bouyan join from Weir Point.

 

The Indian village is in sight 
packing up for movement 
with relatively few warriors  
as most are at Reno fight.

Custer halts in Medicine Trail 
Coulee. Splits into 2 wings.

Left Wing: seize hostages in  
village to force negotiation.

Right Wing: take high ground, 
meet Benteen, support 

I
F
I
L
I
E
I
C
I
I
III

7
(‐)

1604

CURLEY
III

7
(‐)

1618

1618 – Left Wing resisted at 
the ford; don’t make crossing

Most Indian warriors are 
4‐5 km south attacking 
Major Reno’s retreating 
troops fleeing Valley.

Right wing occupies strong 
visible position on Luce Ridge
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1618

1618

1632

III
7

(‐)
I
E

I
F

1630

Left wing fights up Deep 
Coulee in skirmish line.

Gaul had spotted Custer’s 
scout and deduced 

Custer’s location.  Starts 
leading counterattack.

Right wing gallops from Luce
to Nye-Cartwright Ridge

Scout Curley disappears. 
Provides details after battle.

Keogh responds to Left 
Wing’s contact and move..

III
7

(‐)

I
I

I
L I

C

1616

1630

III
7

(‐)I
F

1635

III
7

(‐)
I
I

I
LI

CI
E

Left wing fights in skirmish 
line to Calhoun Ridge..

Now the main body of 
Indians starts arriving in 
the hundreds from the 

Reno Valley fight.

From commanding terrain, 
Keogh is tactically aware.

Keeping to high ground, Right 
Wing moves to support.
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1700

III
7

(‐)

I
E

I
F

II
7

I
I I

L I
C

1635

1646

Left wing fights in skirmish 
line to Calhoun Hill..

Indians, many on foot, 
fight stealthily, using the 
terrain tactically and 

effectively.

Right wing moves to Calhoun 
Hill; C Coy posts rear guard.

Despite casualties, Custer’s 
five companies are 

reunited in good military 
order on sound ground.
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The next 24 minutes are completely speculative!

While no one knows for sure and there are many disputed points
(was Custer with the Left Wing or Right Wing, was he wounded at 
Medicine Trail Ford, was the Left Wing’s mission recon or snatch, 
did they cross LBR or not, was the Right Wing closer to the ford 
on Nye‐Cartwright or on Luce, etc.), the steps as traced thus far 
are reasonably supported by historical and archaeological fact.
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Keogh has Company L in 
skirmish, C and I in reserve.

Contrary to movies and 
urban legend, Indians did 
not offer targets and the 
majority were undetected.

Possibly seeing the Indian 
non‐combatants fleeing for 
Spotted Tail Coulee, Custer 
leads out the Left Wing.  
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Sweeping down Cemetery 
Ridge to find a ford (Ford 
D), Custer comes under 
heavy fire and turns back.

Journalist Mark Kellogg is 
killed here with 3 others.

Later, camp searchers find 
three heads wired together.
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Left Wing returns uphill.  
Gall increases pressure and 
rifle fire intensifies from 
Calhoun Coulee and 
Greasy Grass Ridge.

Coy E rests horses in what 
is now National Cemetery.

Co F provides security near 
head of Deep Ravine.
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Left Wing returns uphill.  
Gall increases pressure and 
rifle fire intensifies from 
Calhoun Coulee and 
Greasy Grass Ridge.

Coy E rests horses in what 
is now National Cemetery.

Co F provides security near 
head of Deep Ravine.

Indians infiltrate closer on 
the south, east and west.
Crazy Horse’s encirclement 
to the north approaches.
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Indians creeping in on 
Right Wing from south 
threaten right flank, 

horses and horse holders.

Coy C charge initially forces 
Indians back.

Under intense rifle fire 
from Calhoun Coulee and 
Greasy Grass Ridge. Keogh 
orders Coy C to charge 

downhill to dislodge threat.
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ECo E deploys into skirmish 

line to support Right Wing
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Indians creeping in on 
Right Wing from south 
threaten right flank, 

horses and horse holders.

Coy C charge falters against 
heavy opposition. Tries to 

fall back to Calhoun Ridge.
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Co F deploys into laager to 
protect HQ
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Keogh orders Coy L to shift 
right to recover Coy C 

survivors.

Indians continue to 
infiltrate closer and closer, 

pausing to fire.  Crazy 
Horse thunders up coulee.

Coy C charge falters against 
heavy opposition. Falls back 

to Calhoun Ridge.
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Chief Gall drives through 
the gap that opens 

between Companies I and 
L.  At this point, Crazy 
Horse enters the battle.
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A perimeter forms on Custer 
Hill.
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The Right Wing collapses.  
Men coalesce around 
Captain Keogh in a last 
stand. Fighting moves up 

Battle Ridge.

Almost simultaneously, 
Lame White Man’s Suicide 

Squad attacks through Co E
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Right Wing troops are 
swarmed and overrun by 
Indians as they struggle to 
link up with Left Wing on 

Last Stand Hill.

Indians of Chief Gall and 
Crazy Horse pour withering 
rifle, pistol, shotgun and 
arrow fire into Right Wing. 
Hand‐to‐hand fighting.
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Left Wing perimeter is 
under intense fire as 
collapsed Right Wing 

continues to struggle up 
Battle Ridge.

Indians continue moving in 
on all sides.  Most fighting 
is with weapons at stand‐
off distance, but much 
hand‐to‐hand as well.
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The Right Wing is 
annihilated.  About 20 
men (some mounted?) 
manage to reach Last 

Stand Hill.

Pressure mounts on 
perimeter.  Meanwhile, 

warriors and non‐
combatants sort through 
the fallen cavalrymen.
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After a furious volley, 
Company E survivors seek 
to break out south as a 
cohesive unit through 
Deep Ravine.  No go!

Non-combatants pick over 
the remains.

Pressure on the perimeter 
is felt from all sides.  

Arrows are arched in to get 
around dead horses.  

Combat is low to ground. 
Individual warriors attempt to 
count coup.  Others snipe.

About 16 men alive on Last 
Stand Hill.  All are wounded.

Ammunition is almost 
exhausted (on both sides).
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Two closing scenarios:
1. The remaining troops 

attempt to break out.
2. The Indians overwhelm 

the few survivors.

Whatever the reality, final 
shots are heard at 1710 hrs.
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Two days later (27 June) 
BG Terry and COL Gibbons 
column arrives.  221 bodies 
are buried where found.
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Two days later (27 June) 
BG Terry and COL Gibbons 
column arrives.  221 bodies 
are buried where found.
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Postscript

Terry and Gibbon reached the scene of Custer's last stand 
around 10 AM on 27 June. 

The 7th Cavalry's total losses in this action (including Custer's 
detachment) were: 12 officers, 247 enlisted men, 5 civilians, 
and 3 Indian scouts killed; 2 officers and 51 enlisted men 
wounded. 

After this disaster the Little Big Horn campaign continued 
until September 1877 with many additional Regular units 
seeing action (including elements of the 4th and 5th Cavalry, 
the 5th, 14th, 22d, and 23d Infantry, and the 4th Artillery). 

Crook and Terry joined forces on the Rosebud on 10 August 
1876, but most of the Indians slipped through the troops, 
although many came into the agencies. 

Postscript
Fighting in the fall and winter of 1876‐77 consisted mostly of 
skirmishes and raids, notably Crook's capture of American 
Horse's village at Slim Buttes (South Dakota) on 9 September 
and of Dull Knife's village in the Big Horn Mountains on 26 
November, and Col. Nelson A. Miles' attack on Crazy Horse's 
camp in the Wolf Mountains on 8 January. By the summer of 
1877 most of the Sioux were back on the reservations. Crazy 
Horse had come in and was killed resisting arrest at Fort 
Robinson (Nebraska) in September. Sitting Bull, with a small 
band of Sioux, escaped to Canada but surrendered at Fort 
Buford (Montana) in July 1881. 

The ownership of the Black Hills is still in question. The 
Supreme Court decision that attempted to settle the issue by 
paying the Lakota tribes for the land was not accepted by all 
of the tribes. Many of the Lakota are still trying to gain 
ownership of a land sacred to them. 


