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"This war was _\\
brought upon us by
.. the children of the
Great Father who
came to take our
land from us
\kiwithout price.““J

- As quoted in The report and journal
. of proceedings of the commission
Spotted Tail appointed to obtain certain
concessions from the Sioux Indians,
December 26, 1876
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24 June 1876

L N o L L
Terry/Gibbon force cross the
Yellowstone at camp at mouth
of the Big Horn River.

me 10,000 Indians set |
~ up village at Greasy Grass | e Evening 24 June, 7t Cavalry
F 4 bivouacs (today Busby, MT).

L B

- Crook awaits reinforcements.
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Evenmg 24June 1876

Terry/Gibbon Column
-] 4 Cavalry Companies

72 Infantry Companies
3 Gatling Guns (600£men)

Custer Column
__12 Cavalry Companies
615 Soldiers (310, 584E) |

e
.@"5 35-40 Scouts

7 %" i 20 C|V|I|ans

Indian Village
| ~7,500-10,000 Indians

) Crook Column
| ~2,000 - 2,500 Warriors -

| ~1,000 Tepees e R, et § ek ) 15 Cavalry Companies

| __5 Infantry Companies
1031 Soldiers
261 Scouts
80 Prospectors RS F
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7th Cavalry Reglment
(United States)
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George Armstrong Custer
TLieutenant Colonel, 79 Cabaley Regiment
Brebet Major General, U.S. Armp
@ USMA, 1861, (graduated 34th in his class of 34),
setting a lasting record of 726 demerits.

@ Distinguished Civil War cavalry career and
became the youngest US general at 23.

@ Married Elizabeth (Libby) Bacon in Feb. 1864.

@ Reverted to captain after the war. In 1866,
appointed Lieutenant Colonel of the 7t" Cavalry
Regiment. Joined the 7th at FT Riley, KS, 1867.

@ Court-martialled 1867.
@ 1868, Battle of Washita.

@ Allegedly married Cheyenne
Monahseetah (daughter of
Little Rock) after Washita.

@ Led Black Hills Expedition
that found gold in 1874.

S @ Testified before Congress
GEORGE ARMSTRONG CUSTER (1875) 1876 corruption hearings.

1839-1876
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7th Cavalry Regiment
(United States Army)

Mitch Bouyer, scout/interpreter LTC G eorge Armstron g Custer
Fred Gerard: interpreter Maior Marcus Reno

Isaiah Dormer: interpreter J e

Charley Reynolds: scout Adjutant: 1LT William W. Cooke

Half Yellow Face: chief Crow scout Assistant Surgeon: George Edwin Lord
Bloody Knife; Arikara/Lakota scout Acting Assistant Surgeon: James Madison DeWolf
Two Moons: Arikara/Cheyenne scout Acting Assistant Surgeon: Henry Rinaldo Porter
Hairy Moccasin; White Man Runs Him; Chief of Scouts: 2LT Charles Varnum

Curley; Goes Ahead, others: scouts Pack Train Commander: 1LT Edward Mathey

|
i 4f ait <l

Myles Moy.lan Thomas Custer Algernon Smith Donald Mclnt h Ml!es Keo James Calhol
Thomas McDougall Thomas Weir George Yates Frederlck Benteen Edward Godfrey Thamas French

M‘ M‘

1945 hours 24 June 1876

LITTLE ROSEBUD
BIGHORN CREEK
RIVER
NORTH FORK
RENO CREEK
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2120 24 June - 0315 25 June 1876

0315-0900 hours 25 June 1876
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1020 hours 25 June 1876
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1020 1205 hours 25 June 1876

o e e

: At the third halt on 25t June 1876, with contact imminent:
1. The regiment forms four wings (eg, 2 battalions, 1 coy)
| 2. Scouts operate with each wing.

Gentlemen, the Indlans we
1 spotted earlier mean we must
act swiftly or they will flee! |
mean to catch themin a
pincer movement. We must
not let them get away!

7

We will move out in four BENTEEN ~ RENO  CUSTER  MCDOUGALL |- 7

; DHK AGM  CEFIL B&PackTrain
wings! Benteen, Reno, myself 120men  175men  22imen  136men

{and McDougaII with the tra|ns

10



375 LR B
Custer S Cunnlng PIan Noon 25 June 1876

T A e VAR TR T e 1 e P
Major Reno, move up the Ieft Order of Battle
bank as | move up the right
bank of this creek we are on.
When you get into the valley
you must immediately charge
the Indian camp. | will attain
the ridge and sweep down on
the far end of the village,

trapping them between us!

‘1_'._‘
o

e

7

BENTEEN RENO CUSTER MCDOUGALL
DHK AGM CEFIL B&PackTrain
120 men 175 men 221 men 136 men

¥ B A o

Captain Benteen, you will
scout westward to ensure no
Indians escape. There are
four ridges and three valleys
between us and the Little Big
Horn that could hide hostiles.
Attain each ridge, check each
valley then rejoin us ASAP!

7

BENTEEN RENO CUSTER MCDOUGALL
AGM CEFIL B&Pack Train

175 men 221 men 136 men
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TS SESSIONS
ARPROATE 1D
TR DAL

RS

Order of Presentatlon

LAKOTA
* Hunkpapa
« Sihasapa

« Sans Arc

« Oglala

* Brule

« Two Kettles

Lakota/Cheyenne
Order of Battle

DAKOTA NORTHERN ARAPAHO

* Lower CHEYENNE
Yanktonai

+ Minneconjou « Wahpekute

11/10/2018
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Order of Presentation

T =

Order of Battle

7

BENTEEN

RENO CUSTER MCDOUGALL
AGM CEFIL  B&PackTrain
221 men

Order of Presentation

i

7

BENTEEN
DHK
120 men

RENO CUSTER

AGM CEFIL

175 men 221 men
=
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SIMULCAST WITH

BENTEEN’S PATROL

RENO CUSTER § MCDOUGALL
DHK AGM CEFIL
120 men 175 men 221 men

i".:»‘- ; ‘..}.

Order of Presentation

CUSTER
CEFIL
221 men

14
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Ordél-' of Baﬁle
_ " 1#]
| K

BENTEEN RENO CUSTER ICDOUGALL
DHK AGM CEFIL & Pack Train
120 men 175 men 221 men 136 men
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Primary Nations involved

Lakota Dakota, Nakota, others

Arapaho (by default) Northern Cheyenne

Lakota/Cheyenne Order of Battle

Sitting Bull,
of the Hunkpapa, principal chief
among the Lakota under whose
leadership as a war chief, the Lakota
tribes united in their struggle for

' survival on the northern plains.

kg
TN,
(7
(el
LAKOTA DAKOTA NORTHERN ARAPAHO
« Hunkpapa-Gall, Moving Robe - Lower CHEYENNE
« Sihasapa Yanktonai-Medicine Cloud .
* Minneconjou -~ Hump, Red Horse ~ * Wahpekute *Lame White Man (KIA)  «Pretty Nose
« Sans Arc — Spotted Eagle *Two Moon
+Oglala - Crazy Horse, He Dog « Buffalo Calf Road Woman

*Brule -
* Two Kettles — Runs-the-Enemy

11/10/2018
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A . “My heart was .

< >

byt ChlEf Ga" [ very bad that day.” )
Gall was a Hunkpapa Lakota battle leader. An orphan, Gall was ;

said to receive his name after eating the gall bladder of an animal
killed by a neighbour.

An accomplished warrior by his late teens, Gall became a war
chief in his twenties, serving with Sitting Bull at several major
battles. Contemporary historians give Gall greater credit for
several crucial decisions that contributed to Custer’s defeat.

Gall's two wives and several children were killed during Major Marcus Reno's initial
attack on the Indian village. Leading the defense, Gall was one of the few Indians to
suspect that Custer's strategy was a two-pronged attack. He crossed the river and
rode northeast, where he spotted Custer's chief scout, Mitch Bouyer, returning to
Custer with information on Reno’s attack. After locating Custer's main element, Gall
correctly determined that they probably intended to force a river crossing and an
entrance into the northern end of the village. Riding back down from the bluffs, Gall
alerted Sioux and Cheyenne forces and, with Crazy Horse, led forces northeast across
the river to prevent a river crossing. Working with Crazy Horse, Gall charged gaps
between companies and carved up the cavalrymen by destroying unit cohesion.

He also led efforts to drive off the troopers’ horses depriving them of extra
ammunition and possible escape.

Women at war

@ Buffalo Calf Robe: as Crook’s Crow and Shoshoni scouts were
closing for the kill on her brother Comes in Sight in the 1876
battle of the Rosebud, Buffalo Calf Robe (aka Calf Trail Woman),
rode through them and rescued her brother. She fought at the
Rosebud and also the Little Big Horn at the side of her husband
Black Coyote.

It

4 ! | @ Pretty Nose (c. 1851 — after 1952) was an Arapaho woman, who
v participated as a war chief in the Battle of the Little Bighorn in
1876. In some sources, Pretty Nose is called Cheyenne, although
she was identified as Arapaho on the basis of her red, black and
white beaded cuffs. The two tribes were allies at the Battle of the
Little Bighorn and are still officially grouped together as th
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes. =

@ Moving Robe led the counterattack against the 7th Cavalry to
avenge her brother, One Hawk, who had been killed. As Rain-in-
the-Face noted, “Holding her brother’s war staff over her head,
and leaning forward upon her charger, she looked as pretty as a
bird. Always when there is a woman in the charge, it causes the
warriors to vie with one another in displaying their valour.”_

11/10/2018
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m Two Moons

Cheyenne Chief Two Moon assumed
command of the Cheyenne after Lame
White Man was killed. When an Oglala
man rode into camp shouting, “Soldiers
are coming!" Two Moon ran into camp
from the river leading three or four
horses and shouting, “White soldiers are
coming! Everybody run for your horses!”

”l am Two Moon,
your chief. Don't
run away. Stay
here and fight. You
must stay and
fight the white
soldiers. | shal
stay even if  am to
be killed.”

"I believed at that time the Great Spirits had
made Sioux, put them there, and white men
and Cheyennes here. The Great Spirits |
thought liked to see the fight; it was to
them all the same like playing. So | thought
then about fighting."

As many Cheyenne gathered, Two Moon
said, "Warriors, don't run away if the
soldiers charge you," he told them.
"Stand and fight them. Watch me. I'll
stand even if | am sure to be killed!”

Two Moon led the initial assault against Major Reno’s troops, forcing them to stop their
mounted charge, dismount and form a skirmish line, and fight dismounted. He also led
the envelopment of Company M on the skirmish lines’ left flank.

= -
Red Cloud

American Horse

the Elder

| %

f | N i ! T
b i i EAl N
Buffalo Calf Robe ~ Wooden Leg Crow King Yellow Hair White Eagle White Bull
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Hunkpapa:

. Sitting Bull

. Four Horns

. Crow King

. Chief Gall

. Black Moon

. Rain-in-the-Face

. Moving Robe Woman
. Spotted Horn Bull

. Iron Hawk

. One Bull

. Bull Head Chasing Eagle

Sihasapa:
. Crawler
. Kill Eagle

Minneconjou:

. Chief Hump
. Black Moon
. Red Horse

. Makes Room
. Looks Up

. Lame Deer

Sans Arc: Lower

. Spotted Eagle Ya n ktO nai o

e RedBear e Thunder Bear

. Long Road . Medicine Cloud

. Cloud Man . Iron Bear

Oglala: . Long Tree

. Crazy Horse WahpekUte:

. H.e l?og . Inkpaduta

¢ Kicking Bear e Sounds-the-Ground-as-He-
. Flying Hawk Walks

American Horse the Elder
Chief Long Wolf

Black Elk

White Cow Bull

Running Eagle

Black Fox Il

Brule:

Two Eagles
Hollow Horn Bear
Brave Bird

Two Kettles:

White Eagle
White Tracking Earth

Northern
Cheyenne:

. Two Moons

. Wooden Leg

. Old Bear

. Lame White Man

. American Horse

. Brave Wolf

. Antelope Woman

. Thunder Bull Big Nose
. Yellow Horse

. Little Shield

. Horse Road

. Bob Tail Horse

. Yellow Hair

. Bear-Walks-on-a-Ridge
. Black Hawk

. Buffalo Calf Road Woman
. Crooked Nose

. Noisy Walking®

Arapaho

. Pretty Nose
. Waterman

. Dog-with-Horn . Runs-the-Enemy . Sage

. Dog Back Bone . Left Hand

. White Bull . Yellow Eagle

. Feather Earring . Little Bird

. Flying By RS
£
<)
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2 7

Captain Frederick Benteen

"

Captain Frederick Benteen Captain Thomas B. Weir 1LT Edward S. Godfrey

RS
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The Pack Train Regimental Staff
CPT William W. Cooke LT George E. Lord
7 ‘ Adjutant Assistant Surgeon

B 7 7

James M. DeWolf Henry Rinaldo Porter
d G. Mathey  Acting Asst Surgeon  Acting Asst Surgeon

T

CPT Thomas M. McDougall 1LT Edwar

RS
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Sorry, I'm gettlng a bit ahead of myself At this stage our ,
focus will shift to Major Marcus Reno’s battalion
(Companies A, G and M) currently fighting for their lives ¥
in the Little Big Horn Valley as they attempt to storm the 4
Indian village. LT Hare’s scouts and the captured horse e 17
herd are from that action. We’'ll pick up the action about |~
an hour back, starting at 1640 hours.

SO SLYA
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N @ i A V Wﬁ%ﬁ-
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Reno’s Battalion

2 7

MAJ Reno

G 7 M 7

Captain Myles Moylan LT Donald McIntosh Thomas French

P

RS

ol

LT Char arnum LT Luther Hare
OIC (from A Coy) 2IC (from K Coy)

j [ X D F S E gt o
Curley  Bob-tailed Bull  Red Bear Little Brave ~ White Swan Bloody Knife
(Crow) (Ree) (Arikara) (Arikara) (Crow) (Arikara/Lakota)

Isaiah Dorman (Interpreter), Goose, Curling Head, Fred Gerard (Interpreter), Goes Ahead,
Boy Chief, Hairy Moccasin, Paints Half His Face Yellow, Little Sioux, One Feather, Owl, Peter
Jackson, William Jackson, Red Star, Running Wolf, Sitting Bear, Soldier, Strikes The Lodge,

Strikes Two, Two Moons (Arikara/Cheyenne), Young Hawk RS
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#7

Horse herd size and
location is indicative In |-
reality, there were

| |1443 Scouts tell Custer village jpe@we_)/
= e 5 |
(o alert. Orders Reno charge] whe. A~

many thousands.

-

|1451 Custer and Reno (1453) B
StOp to water horses. ;

1457 Reno moves to ford.
Cooke returns to Custer.

#7

=

| JL500 Scouts verify ford. Hare'd .
[(] half to drive off Indian horses [ ™ --\'

=L T e N
.\_(\.\“/ l-\\ =7 K|L0ME}R%
[ e P | = " s

[Em=m=i

2000 [\, - 2000Mpegnit Taegny
METERS
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| | Reno’s men charge at a half g
] gallop. Sight Indian village

- et
| SGT Kanipe sent to Benteen :‘ vl
L-Jand pack train. “Come quickly. [2*°, _
Q_ T 1000/ [ - 2000Mpee

MT‘ RS ol ot

TOUR INI{RVﬁL 20 FEET

j//_] f— / ,"\5
Reno’s men dismount to form pee
] skirmish line. ¥ hold horses.

N

| Scout stragglers from Custer |-
L] join LT Hare herding horses. [
Ny wep/S - - 20
! MFS
TOUR IN ERVﬁL 20 FEET
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| _{Custer and scouts reconnoitre
| from Weir Point. See village.

| Two Moon's Cheyennes
L| envelop Coy G's left flank
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LR 1 e Y

Hundreds of attacking :
Indian warriors not shown -\~
for clarity, but trust me,
they were there!
e oz
| {1533 Custer sends Martin with
(| Cooke’s final written order.

T

1534 Custer's battalion starts |~
AN down Grand Coulee. 2

~Q
=

T T AN s = e
g 71 — e ;
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/) Lt iy

Hundreds of attacking
Indian warriors not shown |
for clarity, but trust me,
they were there!
e A
| | 1542 SGT Kanipe reaches
[{| Benteen with Custer’s order
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~J \'_JJ o, == KILOMEI}RES;/
[ ) P 1 )

7

T

L 7

s i o
[Em=m=m=m=

A
C—__ “aedp/S 1 = 2000
?«LET'ERS

N
¥>\EQUR INTERVAL 20 FEET |
T " __ : . IS

11/10/2018

33



\

Hundreds of attacking
Indian warriors not shown
for clarity, but trust me,
they were there!

P = £

LR\

1553 Forms line to withdraw;
Coy G doesn't hear the order

=

_| 1543+ Scout Bloody Knife's ~
head shot next to Reno; panic|2

} i e

=900
1556 Custer’s battalion starts

down Medicine Tail Coulee

J | [L558 Trumpeter Martin delivers

Custer’s last order to Benteen| ™ <

\

Hundreds of attacking
Indian warriors not shown
for clarity, but trust me,
they were there!

- A=

1600 - Reno's forces attack

and push through at river.

2

_

Coy G survivors and scouts |
hide along river and in tees

3 officers, 29 men and 23
scouts were KIA and one
officer and 18 men MIA.
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1630 Crow scouts hear

Custer’s battalion firing. | # NN
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up with abandoned troopers |
T

1640 Crow scouts hear S\
o Custer’s battalion firing. A \7
T

T </ o :

0P A L~ 2
Bl F T

1000 n ~ 2000

TOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

Reno attack moderates as
(| Indians move to fight Custer. |

—\M\ \)) | kiLomerres/
) ) o ) AN
"-1000 / =~ 2000

0?14f‘\
Em=————
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Iif 12 abandoned Coy troopers |

"?\QJ/l\_ ';j\)) i KlLOl%ﬁ/ _'IJ_\

[ i) g |
[Em=m=m=

-
1000 n ~ 2000

1710 Custer’s battalion final

(] firing is heard on Reno Hill. |
P r — -

; Crow scouts who had hidden |~
L] along the river rejoin Reno.
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1720 Now back wi
[Z| Varmum leads a burial party. |

"}\\uf/l\_ ’;j\)) : KILO,%ﬁ/—-IJ e

o/ { e PN §
A

=
A ‘—mqpfm ~ 2000
RS |
TOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

] From Weir Point, it is

| obvious that the Lakota and
Cheyenne are coming to

é; attack!

o

| | Scout Herendon* and 12 Co
{g G troopers link with Varnum |

APl )= :
A_.\k‘{@ﬂi-:@ eorge Heredon (Here

.-\s@t;byéBg Terrny to liaise with Custer.

=
. “ae00f mk? ~ 2000
| \NN\ R |
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) 140 Reno heads north to b
find Benteen. Benteen and

Coy H head south to find
Reno. Danger looms.

3 : bx
At g g S
¢ NN 2 /| KILOI%SI/
0 { 4 3
= 1=
. 600/ M} ~ 2000
RS

TOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

1750 Having defeated
Custer, the Indians are
coming for the rest. Retreat

to defensible Reno Hill.
e e

1752 Companies A, B. G
| and the train started for
Y Weir Point. 1757 Reno
“| orders them back ASAP.
= P PN
1000 [\, 1 ~ 2000
RS
CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET
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1800 Reno, Benteen and
Coy H arrive at Reno Hill.
1802 All units except the

rear guard Coy K are back.

VAR

DAY /S
=

[ Z2RG
V}\)) KILOI%S(_' E
1 NN )

2 T g, O
Bl F T
| 1000 / - 2000

TERS
TOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

1810 Godfrey, Hare and
Company K, covering the
retreat with scouts, arrive at |

Reno Hill.

The 14 officers and 340
troopers on the bluffs
organized an all-around
defense and dug rifle pits. |

T
: ?ﬂj 2
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T
1
S o e
RS
TOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET

11/10/2018

40



1 Benteen, and survivors of the savage

== Z S ] e ——
The heavily outnumbered and exhausted soldiers must now
withstand constant attack, sniping, and harsh conditions until
nlghtfall (2100) and throughout most of the next day.

1 HELL IS A VERY SMALL PLACE!

The battlefield for Major Reno, Captain

valley fight is now a small rocky knoll
overlooked to the north by higher
ground. The 354 survivors face 1,800 to
2,500 warriors who annihilated Custer’s
five companies in just under an hour.
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N
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CUSTERN'S LAST STAND
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