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Roman Britain
Military Organisation
Based on Frere's Britannia and

Jones® & Mattingly's Atlas of
Roman Britain

Campaigns
of Conquest
[l 43 (Claudius)

| [ 43-47 (Aulus Plautius)

[l 47-52 (Ostorius Scapula)
[ 52-57 (Didius Gallus)
B 57 (Quintus Veranus)

B 58-60 (Suct s Paulinus)
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Rough Timeline of Conquest

Bononia (Boulogne, France)
Rutupiae (Richborough)
Noviomagus (Chichester)

Southampton (also Hampshire King Atrebates)
4a. Isle of Wight

Rochester on River Medway
River Thames
Camulodunum (Colchester)

PN

Exeter

. Lindim Colonia (Lincoln)
10. Cheshire Gap (47-48)
11. Caer Caradoc (50AD)
12. Anglesey (60AD)

©® N

.Hostile 01: Caledones MESENeIAI=IE10\Y/]
.Passive 02: Taexali 16: Iceni
Elrriendly 03: Carvetii 17: Demetae
Bluninvolved 04: Venicones
J 05: Epidii

: Damnonii A0 RpI¥|e18(ala]]
: Novantae [paEEnIbigglalelalll
08: Selgovae
: Votadini
: Brigantes

: Parisi

: Cornovii

Conition EMMONUOVIGERN  *Created by Rome
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& The Conquest of Britannia, 43-45ap
Belligerents

B Roman Empire Various British kings and tribes
Various British kings and tribes

Commanders and leaders

A Emperor Claudius (10-54AD; r. 41-54) Cunobeline, King of Catuvellauni (deceased)
Verica (exiled king of Atrebates) Togodumnus

A Aulus Plautius, general and Governor of Britannia Caratacus (Battle of Caer Caradoc)

A Publius Ostorius Scapula, Governor 47- Kings of Eleven tribes of South East Britain
A Aulus Didius Gallus, Governor, - p ~ 4 Queen Boudicca (58AD)

A Titus Flavius Vespasian, Legion Il Augusta

A Titus Flavius Sabinus the Younger

A Gnaeus Hosidius Geta, Legion IX Hispana

ﬂ Gnaeus Sentius Saturninus, former Consul

Combatants
B Roman Army of Britannia, 45,000 strong Tribal system, no standing army. When called upon, tribal
* Exploratores (scouts) chiefs could contribute up to hundreds of thousands of
* Speculatores (spies to infiltrate enemy camps) fighting men with certain expertise:
* Legio Il Augusta * A warrior people (with cut-throat inter-tribal conflicts)
* Legio IX Hispana * Chariot warfare
* Legio XIV Germina * Guerrilla tactics
* Legio XX Valeria Victrix There may have been 150,000 at the Battle of Medway

TVI: 30\ Emperor Claudius (r. 41-54 AD)
Imperial General Staff (Rome)
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IX 11
HISPANA AUCUSTA

ERMIN/\ V/\LERIA
VICTRIX

e
LECATE (Vespasian
CAMP PREFECT (Engineering & Training)

' |
PRIMUS PILUS [ SENIOR

SENIOR IRIBUNE xx__(Chief Centurian) CENTURIANS | CENTURIAN

1% 20nd_joth

STAFF TRIBUNES C“""" Cohorts
|X, |XI JUNIOR DECURIONS

CENTURIANS
HEADQUARTERS STAFF ,——|
(Quartermaster, Armourer, Centurion ||
Chief S| , etc.) Optio
el purgeon, €ie Standard Bearer |><I |><| N M

Century Clerk (Non-Roman Citizens)

80 Legionaries ><I N ><| e.g., Archers, Batavians

6/28/2018



Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus (108c to 54AD)

Roman emperor from 41 to 54AD.

After executing Caligula and his family,
the Praetorian Guard found Claudius
quivering behind a set of curtains,
fearing for his own life

They named the weakling emperor.

Historian Cassius Dio wrote:

“At first the soldiers, supposing that he
was someone else or perhaps had
something worth taking, dragged him
forth; and then, on recognizing him,
they hailed him emperor and conducted
him to the camp. Afterwards they
together with their comrades entrusted
to him the supreme power.”

1

CLAUDIUS BROUGHT
RELATIVE PEACE TO
ROME WITH THE
RESTORATION OF THE
RULE OF LAW.
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5,600 legionnaires
5,400 auxiliaries
11,000 troops/legion
x 4 legions
44,000 troops

IMPERIAL
ROME

Emperor Claudius (r. 41-54 AD)

*Later First Governor
of Roman Britannia

VALERIA
VICTRIX

XXXX
ARMY OF
ARMY BRITTANIA
Aulus Pautinus*

XXX WING XXX XXX
Left Centre Right
| ' |

LEGION | |
XX XX XX XX
II |AuGusTA IX |HISPANA XTIV |GermINA | XX
Vespasian Gnaes Hosidius Geta ? Gnaeus Sentius

Titus Flavius Sabinus

Saturninus (?)

Organisation of Legio Il Augusta

@ The Second Legion, like all legions, comprised some five and a half
thousand men.

@ The basic unit was the century of eighty men commanded by a

centurion with an optio as second in command.

@ The century was divided into eight-man sections which shared a
room together in barracks and a tent when on campaign.

@ Six centuries made up a cohort, and ten cohorts made up a legion,
with the first cohort being double-size.

@ Each legion was accompanied by a cavalry unit of one hundred and
twenty men, divided into four squadrons, who served as scouts and
messengers.
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Personnel of Legio Il Augusta

Legate - an aristocrat typically in his mid-thirties would command a legion for up to five years and hope
to make something of a name for himself in order to enhance his subsequent political career.

Camp prefect - grizzled veteran who would previously have been the chief centurion of the legion
and was at the summit of a professional soldier’s career. He was armed with vast experience and integrity.

Senior tribune - A man destined for high political office and eventual command of a legion.

¢ e © ¢

six tribunes (staff officers) were in their early twenties serving in the army to gain administrative
experience before taking up junior posts in civil administration.

Senior centurions commanded the First Century of each Cohort. Primus Pilus (most senior
centurion) commanded the First Century of the First Cohort.

@  Sixty centurions were hand-picked for their command qualities and a willingness to fight to the
death. Accordingly their casualty rate far exceeded other ranks.

@ Decurions commanded the cavalry squadrons and hoped for promotion to the command of auxiliary
cavalry units.

] Optio assisted each centurion as an orderly, with minor command duties. Optios would be waiting for a
vacancy in the centurionate.

Qo Legionaries signed on for twenty-five years. In theory, a man had to be a Roman citizen to qualify for
enlistment, but recruits were increasingly drawn from local populations and given Roman citizenship on
joining the legions.

* ] Auxiliary cohorts - recruited from the provinces to provide the Roman Empire with cavalry, light

infantry and other specialist skills. Roman citizenship was awarded on completion of 25 years of service.

During the 15t century the
the 151 cohort was increased in
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[ CoCITICRN MarTCTies T Batie nenmo a
standard — a tall pole with a carved silver
eaple at the top. This 'king of the birds'
represented the legion's power.

(I

Roman forts were often
protected by palisades —sharp
stakes of wood dug into the
ground.

Saldiers often stood side by side

and overlapped their shields to
form a protective cover called a
testudo (Latin word for tortoise).

The dagger =
had a double-
edged blade.

Sandals had 1o be
strong to stand up to
long marches, Iron studs =
in the leather soles.

Decorated leather
Upper body armour was strips showed a

supported the soldier's Tall, crested helmets made up of metal soldier’s rank and
weight evenly, and helped helped soldiers see strips held together by helped 1o prevent
protect the soles. their leaders in battle. leather straps. groin injury.

The short sword, about
B0 cm long, was used-
to.stab rather than
slash. It was avery
effective killing device.

The shaft of the javelin
was made of soft

iron. When the point
penetrated an enemy's
shield, the shaft bent,
making the javelin
difficult to remove.
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THE SHEER SCALE OF THEIR
LOGISTICS IS STILL
IMPRESSIVE TO THE
MODERN MILITARY MIND.
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Campaigns
of Conquest
| B 43 (Claudius)
| [43-47 (Aulus Plautius)
| W 47-52 (Ostorius Scapula)
[ 52-57 (Didius Gallus)
B 57 (Quintus Veranus)
linus)

Based on Frere's Britannia and
Jones' & Mattingly's Atlas of
Roman Britain

Campaigns
of Conquest
[ 43 (Claudius)
[[] 43-47 (Aulus Plautius)
| W 47-52 (Ostorius Scapula)
| B 52-57 (Didius Gallus)
A M 57 (Quintus Veranus)
| I 58-60 (Suetonius Paulinus)

Based on Frere's Britannia and
Jones' & Mattingly's Atlas of
Roman Britain
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E&  The Battle of the Medway, 4340

Belligerents
&80 Various British kings and tribes

Commanders and leaders

-Aulus Plautius, general E2 Togodumnus, King of Catuvellauni
&= Titus Flavius Vespasian, Legion Il Augusta &l Caratacus, brother of Togodumnus
-Titus Flavius Sabinus, Tribune to Plautius
A Gnaeus Hosidius Geta, Legion IX Hispana

-Roman Empire

Combatants
Roman Army of Britannia, United British Tribes under Togodumnus
45,000 strong 150,000 strong

* Legio Il Augusta

* Legio IX Hispana

* Legio XIV Germina

* Legio XX Valeria Victrix

Casualties and losses
850 5,000 (estimate)
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Roman Britain
Military Organisation
Based on Frere's Britannia and

Jones' & Mattingly's Atlas of
Roman Britain

Campaigns
of Conquest
W 43 (Claudius)
3-47 (Aulus Plautius)
7-52 (Ostorius Scapula)
[ 52-57 (Didius Gallus)
B 57 (Quintus Veranus)

Ed The Battle of the Thames, 43ap

- Roman Empire

Belligerents
E3 various British kings and tribes

Commanders and leaders

E&Aulus Plautius, general

EA Togodumnus, died of wounds

E&=Titus Flavius Vespasian, Legion Il Augusta &l Caratacus, King of Catuvellauni
[EA Titus Flavius Sabinus, Tribune to Plautius
A Gnaeus Hosidius Geta, Legion IX Hispana

Roman Army of Britannia,
45,000 strong

¢ Legio Il Augusta

¢ Legio IX Hispana

* Legio XIV_Germina

* Legio XX Valeria Victrix

850

Combatants

United British Tribes under Caratacus
150,000 strong

NOTE:
The River Thames was 9 feet (Devoy, 1980) to
15 feet (Wheeler, 1930) lower in Roman times.

Casualties and losses
5,000 (estimate)
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The British Escape

@ The plan showing the route that the Romans took to cross the
Thames into Essex shows them crossing far too far to the
west. There was an established crossing further east, at Cliffe
which is clearly described Cassius Dio.

@ “From there the Britons withdrew to the Thames, at a point
where it flows into the sea and at high tide forms a lake. This
they crossed with ease since they knew precisely where the
ground was firm and the way passable. The Romans, however,
in pursuing them, got into difficulties here.”

(Cassius, Dio, Roman History, Book 60, Loeb Classical Library, 9 volumes, Greek texts

and facing English translation: Harvard University Press, 1914 thru 1927. Translation
by Earnest Cary.)
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Possible Roman X’ing Sites
1. Tilbury Marshes (ford)
Bridges:
2. Grays
B 3. Purfleet (Dartford Marshes)
.19n(:,2 4. A2 Crossing (Watling Street)
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410)

The Romans (AD 43-

The Romans invaded England in 43 AD. They

Kent, made their way to the river

Thames and sailed up it.
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The Romans (AD 43— 410)

The R&ﬁ'lans knew it was important to
control a crossing point at the river

Thames, so they declded ﬂo huﬂd a

there has "'een a -I==endon Brldga” in

the ngg area evir sin I
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[57 MyShared

The Romans (AD 43— 410)

The Romans laid out buildings, streets and a
port, and shortly afterwards they built a
bridge. They called the settlement
Londinium and it soon became the capital
of Roman Britain.

e} MyShared
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Roman Britain
Military Organisation
Based on Frere's Britannia and

Jones® & Mattingly's Atlas of
Roman Britain

6/28/2018

Campaigns
of Conquest
[l 43 (Claudius)
43-47 (Aulus Plautius)
47-52 (Ostorius Scapula)
52-57 (Didius Gallus)
B 57 (Quintus Veranus)
[l 58-60 (Suctonius Paulinus)
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& The Capture of Camulodunum, 43ap

Belligerents
Various British kings and tribes

Commanders and leaders
2 Caratacus, King of Catuvellauni

-Roman Empire

'&Emperor Claudius

EdAulus Plautius, general

E&Titus Flavius Vespasian, Legion Il Augusta
-Titus Flavius Sabinus, Tribune to Plautius
B Gnaeus Hosidius Geta, Legion IX Hispana

Combatants
Roman Army of Britannia, United British Tribes under Caratacus
40,000 strong 150,000 strong

¢ Legio Il Augusta

* Legio IX Hispana

* Legio XIV Germina

* Legio XX Valeria Victrix

NOTE:
The River Thames was 9 feet (Devoy, 1980) to
15 feet (Wheeler, 1930) lower in Roman times.

Casualties and losses

850

5,000 (estimate)

duendz';'n

¢
i Henham *
-

- SIénireﬂ'.Mﬂunlﬁl:het

! Bishdp's
*. stortford

“Ware

"Heﬂ.lovd@

Hertford Heath
““Hoddesdon & " Harlow

Sawbridgeworth

Broxbourne

5

Cheshunt Epping

E.:-;E] L Waltham ADD@VE

Loughton

Enfield

Chmgwell Brentwood

~ Romford

@ Dagenham Upminster
Barking g

7 s -'-'.:Ra;nhar_\:i‘_ 2
Be]ved‘ére . 3
[Es)

£é 4 5 F R 1
Nbrthfleet - « r
B ey partora - et : sige
L o Gravesend 2

_JGreaf Dunmow
L]

@ 5 Noih Benmider  Rayleigh & poreol) - Islond

A3 Mount Bures »

¥
Halsteag
. Great Horkesley

A ¢ Ardieigh
Bocking nt 4 Mile End
Churchstreet =™ L Aldham
' - #
Braintree ooty

Tl ‘
® ¢ Stebbing ¥ ¥ *
> 1

. % SilverEnds * % -
y Messing
3 gl Peldon

Terling With. ’
2 Withar
Little N

I
Walthary .

" Hatfield 2 West Mersea
Peverels
» 4% Tollesbury
- v ¢
*Chelmstort Maldon
Dar Ramsey
Gt Island
G_""Ef"!“‘m Bicknacre Mundon

Ingatestone ; < L
Heybndge South Woo
B ) Ferrer:

Scthhmlqsler

y & Burnham on
Billericay . * Runwell Hullbridge Crouch

Wickford Wallasea
B L Hackley. o, aras Goie  fstond
Folness

a<ildor lsiond
*eSHEON gouth Benfleat
* y - e Benfléet Leigh-on-Sea

g
Southend-on
Cofringham Canvey

- istanford le Hopey sl 1sland
-~ M, South Ockendon .

% b 3 =
2 rays th?qmﬂ&1 Mary
Allhallows

Sheerness

Kingsfiorth Minster

23



6/28/2018

w Cowdray——
B
Centre

A
Coldhester
Holiday Park
Még'nldr
Busmess
§Centre
.

<

-
Hawkins

Peartree | B1027]
Business . ~ Univeriity of
5, Centre, 4 o

24



6/28/2018

25



6/28/2018

26



L

WS T
e )

% 4 Domiro's Pizza 5
¥ " 4

Golchester Retail Park
N 3

|5
Matalan ’
% 1 Colchester

‘4" Borough ® 4
Gouned

Balkerne il

1
'ﬂ!;a

ODEON:-Colchester
Lt T

4

Colchester
Gastlé
o

The Foresters A, T

United Kingdc¢

6/28/2018



6/28/2018

-"A? e m’elf
< ColchestenTov

Golchaster Rerail Park
) 2

l 'l
Matalar o
1. Colchesten
£ Bprough - ® &
GaLincil

SHEEPEN
oTE RIVER COLNE

Bra

w

~
BALKERNE GATE

28



T TEMRERREANCT i ORAN:  ROMAN CAAM STREETS AND EXCAVATED REMAINS OF
— — DEFENSIVE DITCH LEGIONARY - ROMAN '
TEMPLE OF CLAUDIUS
(unexcavated) m FORT
T TESSEUATED COLCHESTER moane
mmwen  DEFENSIVE DITCH flererred)
sy (excavated) — ROMAN TR
. THEATRS w FRAGMENT OF om 400m
ROMAN WALL L i 1 i 3
FET  METAWED STREET ﬁ' EXCAVATED
SURFACE 1 ROMAN BUILDINGS P8 PUBLIC BUILDING SCALE

6/28/2018

29



6/28/2018

30



6/28/2018

31



