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Then the dark raven with heorned beak,
and the livid toad, the eagle and kite,
the houndand wolf in mottlea-hug,
were longrefreshedby these delicacies.

In this land no greater war was
ever'waged, nor.did.such a
slaughter‘ever surpass that one.

Henry'of Huntingten
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In this year King Aethelstan, Lord of Earls,
ring-giver to men, and his brother also,
Prince Eadmund,
won eternal glory
in battle with
sword edges
around Brunanburh.
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They split the shield-wall,
They hewed battle shields with the remnants of hammers.

. The sons of E eard it was @@Hy Pefitting
eir noble descent from th ‘@ﬁl@@gﬁﬁ“@ ﬁh@t




The enemy
perished,
Scots men

Fated they
fell.

The field
flowed
With blood

and seamen,

of warriors...
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‘here lay many a

The West-Sns_-pushed onward all day;
In troops they pursued the hostile people.
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They hewed the fugitive grievously from behind
With swords sharp from the grinding.

L

T=The&Mercians did not refuse hard hand-play
to any warrior who came 'with Anlaf over the sea-surge #
“ifthe bosom of aship, those_Who sought land, ’:_‘. F
: Fated to fights - \ i




Five lay dead
he battle-field, young kings,
ut to sleep by swords,

likewise also seven
of Anlaf’s lords, cwtfess of the army,
Sailors and Scots.

““\“‘bh

There the North-men’s chief was put
To flight, by need constrained
to the prow of a ship with little company; -
He pressed the ship afloat, RN ,‘_
The k»mg went out
On the dusky flood-tide,
He sav%_\d his life.
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Likewise, there also the
old campaigner
Through flight came to
his own region in the
north—Constantine—
hoary warrior.

He had no reason to
exult the great
meeting; he was of his
kinsmen bereft,
Friends fell on the
battle-field, killed at
strife: even his son,
young in battle, he left
in the place of
slaughter, ground to
pieces with wounds.

That grizzle-haired warrior
had no reason to boast of
sword-slaughter, Old
deceitful one,
no more did Anlaf; With their
remnant of an army they had
no reason to Laugh that they
were better in deed of war in
battle-field—collision of
banners, encounter of
spears, encounter of men,
Trading of blows—when they
played against the sons of
Eadweard on the battle field.
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“ >
Departed then the Northmen
in nailed ships. !
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The dejected survivors of the battle,
sought Dublin over the deep water, over Dinges mere 58
To return to Ireland, ashamed in spirit.
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Likewise the brothers, both together, King and Prince,
sought their home, West-Saxon land, exultant from battle.
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and that gray animal
The wolf in the forest.

Never was there more slaughter on this island, never yet
as many people killed before this with sword’s edge:
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... hever according to those who tell us from books, old
wisemen, since from the east Angles and Saxons came
up over the broad sea.

§  Bruneswerce
he had the better of

‘ . the, men of

a¢l, the Welsh

were so many killed
| think it will ever

be Spoken £ Geoffrey Gaimar,

theysought

Proud war-smiths who overcame the Welsh,
glorious warriors they took hold of the land.
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A great, lamentable and horrible battle
was cruelly fought between the Saxons
and the Northmen, in which several
thousands of Northmen, who are
uncounted, fell, but their king Amlaib
[Olaf], escaped with a few followers. A
large number of Saxons fell on the other
side, but Z£thelstan, king of the Saxons,
enjoyed a great victory.

The Ulster Chronicles
Woolf, From Pictland to Alba, p. 169
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...it would be no small stretchto
consider the battle the moment when
Englishness came of age. The men who
foughtand died on thatfield forged a
political map of the future that remains
with us today, arguably making the Battle
at Brunanburh one of the most significant
battlesin the long history
not just of England but of
the whole of the British Isles.

Historian Michael Livingston
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