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The First Battle of Maryang San
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Background to the Korean War

@ The Potsdam Declaration called for Japan to unconditionally
surrender or face “prompt and utter destruction”. (26 July 1945)

@ The USSR declared war on Japan at 2300 on 8 August 1945.

@ On 9 August 1945, 89 Soviet divisions in 20 armies invaded
Japanese Manchuria. They faced 9 Japanese armies:

| Troops | Tanks |SP Arty |_Arty |Rockets| Aircraft,

1,577,725 3,704 1,852 27,086 1,152 3,721

m 927,729 1,155 1,215 5,360 Nl 1,800

@ Soviet entry into the war was a factor in the Japanese decision
to surrender, but paled beside the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima on 6 August and Nagasaki on 9 August.

@ The surrender of Imperial Japan was announced on August 15
and formally signed on September 2, 1945.

* August 14, 1945: two staff officers in Washington, D.C. were tasked
with identifying the split of Ko &\f\’le_en U.S. and Soviet control.
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Nbrth Korea

* Pyongyang
38th Parallel

Seoul x

South Korea

* Within two years North and South Korea would be atiwar. Within
five years the Korean War would erupt when North invaded South.
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I THE KOREAS ARE DIVIDED
W Japan had controlled Korea for 35 years by

1945. On 6 August, the US dropped the first i

atomic bomb on Hiroshima. On 8 August,
the USSR declared war on Japan and

il occupied some of Japan’s territory, including

landing at three points in northern Korea.
Japan surrendered 15 August.

PYONG ANG Already co_nper_ned about administration of
i the Philippines and Japan, US State
Department officials* arbitrarily divided

Korea along the 38t Parallel, ceding the
north to the Soviet Union.
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i HE KOREAN WAR
Phase1l —— > NKinvasion
Following a massive artillery barrage across
the 38t Parallel, North Korea launches an
il attack of ten divisions backed up by

Korean-crewed Soviet tanks in four prongs. |
UN pushed back to Pusan Perimeter.

25 June 1950-
15 September 1950
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HE KOREAN WAR
Phase 1 NK invasion
Phase 2 - > UN offensive
UN lands at Inchon 15 September. Breakout
il from Pusan. NK driven out of south 1 Oct.
MacArthur authorises war in NK. NK forces |

N = pushed back to Yalu River. MacArthur

HAMHUN@ orders new offensive to seize all Yalu 24/11
26 October 1950 |

Reestablished
1 Oct 1950

9 September 1950-
25 October 1950
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THE KOREAN WAR

‘ Phase 1 NK invasion

Phase 2 UN offensive

i| Phase 3 ===m) Chinese Intervention

MacArthur’s offensive annihilated by CCF
offensive with 10 CCF and 2 NK divisional
attack. UN VIII Army and X Corps surprised.

25 October 1950-
| 23 June _195_1
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THE KOREAN WAR
Phase 1 NK invasion
Phase 2 UN offensive

i Phase3 Chinese Intervention

UN forces pushed back to vicinity 38t
Parallel with heavy casualties, recapturing
Seoul 4 January before running out of puff.

25 October 1950-
| 23 June _195_1
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THE KOREAN WAR
Phase 1 NK invasion
Phase 2 UN offensive
i Phase 3 Chinese Intervention

In April*, CCF launched a three army -
(700,000 man) attack blunted at Battles of
Imjin River and Kapyong (22-25 April 1951).

| sels ! R,
; 1 *Ridgeway replaced sacked MacArthur 11 April
: ‘RlDG EWAY | 1951; UN offensives drive back Chinese and
tabilise front lines.
TABILISESh s

25 October 1950-
| 23 June _195_1

THE KOREAN WAR
Phasel NKinvasion
Phase 2 === UN offensive

i| Phase 3 ====) Chinese Intervention
Phase 4 [ Ebb and flow

Ebb & Flow
Boundaries
approximate

23 June 1951-
27 July 1953




THE KOREAN WAR

| Phase1l -~ NKinvasion
Phase 2 ===) UN offensive

| Phase 3 ====) Chinese Intervention
Phase 4 [IIIMIT] Ebb and flow
Phase 5 [__1 DMZ established

MILITARY DEMARCATION LINE

TAREA M

km long DMZ
km per side)

27 July 1953-Present

Strategic Direction

@ Under MacArthur, strategic direction was shambolic. The war
was being run off of obsolete maps by UNC in Japan.

i- ————————— U.N, Command-Far East Command f= — — — — — = = -
1
; ] |
] [ | | 1
Far East Japan Logistical Naval Forces
: h
Aic Eoroes Eighth Army X Corps Comriiand For East

@ Strategic military intelligence (G2) was virtually non-existent.
To make it worse, strategic planners didn’t appreciate that.
@ Control in Korea was split between two major commands:

@ The U.S. Eighth Army managed the western half of Korea
@ The U.S. X Corps managed those on the right (east).

@ Field commands were handicapped by micromanagement and
rapidly changing missions and sometimes conflicting orders.

@ Even his one brilliant stroke, the Inchon landing, was flawed.
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@ When General MacArthur was relieved for
cause by President Truman in April 1951, he
was replaced by experienced WWII
Infantryman GEN Matthew Ridgeway, who
quickly stabilised the battlefield and turned
around the morale of the 8t Army.

@ Assuming overall United Nations Command,
Ridgeway appointed General James Van
Fleet to replace him at 8" Army. He was a
highly experienced Infantry combat officer
from WWI and WWII who continued
strengthening the 8t Army.

@ Lieutenant Colonel Francis Hassett took
command of 3RAR in July 1951. Wounded at
Tobruk in WWII, he was a LTC by age 23. He
led 3RAR through some of the toughest
fighting of the Korean war. He later became
the first ADF commander.
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OPERATION COMMANDO

@ The last action in the 16 month Korean war of
manoeuvre took place from 3-15 October 1951 to
straighten and consolidate front lines.

@ The US | Corps seized the Jamestown Line, destroying
elements of the 42M, 47th 65t and 65t Chinese
Armies.
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@ In November, after both sides kept fighting intensely
over same ground, peace talks began in earnest.

Hill 317 (Maryang San)
The Hinge
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Order of Battle, 3-8 October 1951
XXXXEE X
EIGHTH | 639 PLA |19
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The Hinge

3 Oc.to-bur -'Phase 1

nym AUVE { » 4 October ~|Phase 2
] E._S-Oct{;her —..Plhase 3 '

J_D.E Octc-nh-er ] Plh.ase 4 '

E»T October - Phase 5 |

|» 8 October~ Phase 6 .

Kilometres

Casualties 3-8 October 1951

UN Forces Chinese
3rd Royal Australian Regiment 571st, 573 Regiments
Q@ 20KIA Q@ 282 KIA
9 104 WIA @ Unknown WIA
@ Nil CIA @ S50CIA
@ 320 total strength @ 1,200 total strength

1st Battalion, King's Own
Scottish Borderers (KOSB)

1st Battalion, King's Shropshire
Light Infantry (1 KSLI)

A Squadron, 8th Royal Irish
Hussars
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|AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Tank of the 8% Irish Hussars supported at Maryong San

Chinese propaganda photo claiming 402 killed 6 enemy tanks
at Maryang San. On reverse slope of Hill 317 aiming over crest.
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Two Chinese SP Howitzers at the easterly foot of Hill 317.
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Planning counter-attack on Hill 317
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KOSB POW'’s from overrun platoon on Hill 317
on 3/4 November 1951 (Second Battle of MS).
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THE FRONT LINES
10 July 1951

Eighth Army Front, 31 Oct

ELEVATIONS 1N METERS

50 1000 AND ABOVE

a0 MRS

i
20 KLOMETERS
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THE FRONT LINES
10 July 1951

Eighth Army Front, 31 Oct

ELEVATIONS 1N METERS

| S—— ]

1] 00 ) 1008 AND ABOVE
1 a w0 E a0 MRES
[VITRYTTEYE R d— 20,

T T T o
W0 W 20 30 & KUOMETERS

THE BATTLE LINES
10 July - 3| October 1951

— o ERTH ARMY FAONT,I0JuL
EIGHTH ARUY FRONT, 3 0CT

Ortier of Batife as of 3/ Dot

1050, AND ABDVE

5 i 5 o 15 MILES

2/2/2018

19



2/2/2018

T 2  Morning World-Herald, Omaha, Tues J'IJ1Y 28, 1953.] |
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Truce demarcation , . . Battle sites will be demilitarized zone.,
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