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504 Ib. (11,156 kg)
/383 1b. (9,702 kg)
373 Ib. (8,788 kg)

81 psl (0,549 kgl emd)
.Cal. 50 Machina Gun

CAPACITY. ... gal.
SPEED, Land Lavel mph {67.58 km/h}
Water ... 3.8 mph (5.8 km/h}

GRADEABILITY

‘orward slope . .. e 00%
slope ane )
VERTICAL-OBSTACLE ... 21t (061 m)
NCH-CROSSIN 8% It (1.68 m)
TURNING CIRCLE. . . .28 1t (B.53 m)
GRUISING RANGE . 300 mi. {483 km}
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Minimum Force Necessary

~ @ The Vietnam Rules of Engagement (ROE) for
... occupied areas allowed appropriate action
Ji5 2 - to defend oneself and one’s unit against
< hostile acts:-

.+ @ Hostile fire may be returned promptly and
- effectively when the enemy is positively
identified and in close contact.

Q@ Flat-trajectory weapons (rifles, machine
guns, grenades and recoilless rifles) may
e e be used in civilian-populated areas, only if

ARET T there was a specific, identifiable target.

@ Unit calls for mortar, artillery or aerial
, support will be submitted through the
S v s e province chief, district chief, sector
VB e GIF : 4 commander and a battalion or higher
. command.

__: Sl 3

How should I know?
I just got herea
week dago myself!

Hey, I just got here,
What's it like spending
months in the field?
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My 15t 3 Days in Combat

24 May
1. 1330 Join A/1-50 as XO(A)

2. 2115 1/A ambush makes contact
25 May

3. 0240 Small arms fire from two

sides; satchel charge (dud); 4

RPGs; rtn fire.

. 0700 1/A spot 4 VC; 3 EN KIA

1'5. 1050 1/A finds 3x 105mm rd.

) 2340 Receive mortar fire
26 Ma

_ Th7 0940 1/A finds bunker complex

© "8, 1550 1/A mortar track hits mine

\' L$| 6 US WIA (2 critical — 1 dies)

9. 2035 Ambush with ARVN makes

contact. 1 ARVN KIA; 1 VC KIA

27 May

110.1005 1/A cmd det Claymore;

US 2 KHA, 3 WIA (1 later dies)

11.1130 2/A finds 6 booby traps

» 12.1315 XO(A) returns to LZ Uplift

[ 13.1500 Assume command of Co D,

1-50.

The “Green Machine” Army Ship (LST)
ships us south Colonel John U.D. Page

October 1969
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Free Fire Zone (FFZ)

Per Field Manual FM 6-20, AFFZ is a
specifically designated area in which any
weapons or weapon systems might fire
without having to coordinate with the main
headquarters.

In general, free fire zone is an area where all
friendly forces had been supposedly cleared,
and any remaining people were hostile.
Within its borders, military action could be
used for a complete annihilation of any
movable or other military objectives.

Any civilians living in A FFZ were warned
that it had become a free fire zone by
loudspeaker, leaflet drops from low-flying
aircraft, visits and infantry sweeps. Non-
combatants were asked to seek safety in the
so-called “protected villages”.
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Welcome to Phan Thiét,
the nuwdc mam capital of the world.
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operations in thefoothills
of the mountains north of PHan Thlest',h.m

finding hundreds of tons of: rtcg ’ﬁé@@ifﬁt

“-' “ e

collected from Iocalfarmer:sa“*_ P 5

“Rice bow
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How to get rid of hundreds of tons of rice?
Initiate a highly successful “rice for weapons” Civic Action program.
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Airlifted to the beautiful mountains
in Lam Dong and Quang DucProvmcg,s
(and possibly others) seareching: fo;:,
- ahd finding the eIuswe*NV}it*
‘‘regional headquarters

10/27/2017

34



10/27/2017

35



10/27/2017

36



10/27/2017

37



10/27/2017

38



10/27/2017

39



10/27/2017

s O, s
R T
e M ;

40



10/27/2017

41



10/27/2017

Reunited with our tracks (APCs) in the
foothills in Binh Dinh patrolling with-an

oL

attached ARVN company. ostensrb[,y LT 2
“teaching” a bai-uy (w/ 25y€‘aal% Ol & %

reombat experience offenswe opegeitlll" fs.

ﬁ% ';"
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3 Sapper Battalions hit nearby (30-40km) Song Mao. As nearest units, we respond with
28km night movement to contact (3 roadblocks in the way) and set up blocking force
in arid Le Hong Fong Forest (historic Viet Minh, VC and NVA sanctuary).
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Forest has-’Hag' 100m wi_oie swaths

o

.

cleared.by Rome-Plews to enable access.

-

Us ARMY
12 A98358

7 T TR

UsS ABMY BK 1942

Each of my companies is supposed to get a 400 gallon-water trailer daily.
Incompetent S4 unilaterally figures we don’t need that much and ARVN
troops nearly revolt. Dai Uy and | negotiate in middle of two lines of heavily
armed and angry soldiers who have recently killed over 150 enemy. High noon.
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Water arrives (no thanks to §4), ARVN

T .
pol v, 8

attachment ends peacefully, theyleaue; =

“and we patrol Le'Hong KongF(?rAéSf"ﬁ“’
«+ foot for a'few weeks. Horribleplacel =

Y 3 o
3‘,*‘1.7.. 2
- L ol M L

HMAS Hobart
Australian guided missile destroyer that
Demonstrated “Danger Close” 4” gunnery

for us one night in the Le Hong Fong Forest.
(Gratefully repaid with free champers at a RAN Officer’s
graduation party | ran into at my hotel in Melbourne.)

U Mie L T

46



10/27/2017

47



10/27/2017

48



10/27/2017

The night before | DEROS, 3 (different) Sapper Battalions hit LZ Betty to destroy choppers on
pads (6 destroyed). Seven men penetrate Green Line (taking out two bunkers) and ambush
reaction force (6 US KIA). After a couple of hours acting as a grunt, | am asked to ID bodies.
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