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After the Allies had broken out of Normandy and Paris
had been liberated, their speedy advance stretched the
supply lines. FM Montgomery proposed a ‘lightning
strike’ through occupied Holland. Reluctantly approved
by Gen Eisenhower, Market Garden was one of the
boldest plans of the Second World War. Market was the
capture intact of key bridges between Eindhoven and
Arnhem by American, British and Polish airborne
troops. Garden was the simultaneous advance of British
XXX Corps along the 100km highway to Arnhem.

From 17 September 34,000 troops commanded by Gen
(Boy) Browning were dropped behind enemy lines.
Most of the bngges south of the Rhine fell to US 82nd
and 101st Airborne Divs but some had been destroyed

“WE MIGHT BE GOING A BRIDGE T0O FAR’

by the Germans, slowing the progress of ground forces.
The British 1st Airborne Div and Polish paratroopers
were dropped west of Arnhem to capture and hold the
road bridge but the assault, spread over two days,
allowed the stronger than ected German defenders
to mobilise. In Armhem and Oosterbeek fighting was
fierce and casualties among troops and civilians heavy.
A small British force captured the northern end of the
bridge and courageously held out for four days waiting
in vain for XXX Corps until overwhelmed.

After nine days of bitter fighting more than 2,000 of the
severely battered remaining troops escnped to the south
bank of the Rhine. The Amhem and Oosterbeek area
was finally liberated in April 1945,

GARDEN

From 17 Sept the hospital was at the heart of the fightin
Allied wounded were bmughc hgm
and casualties from both sides
treated dfter occupation
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