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Ruth is a book of history

History coverg;e?,\ PERSONALITIES
The Book of Judges, ’b\ PEOPLES

like many histories, Q\G

presents only the wars
and battles of its time. ?\e’a\ PATTE R N S
The Book of Ruth deals
with what average ’b\ P U R POS E
people were doing Q\G
between those wars.
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Old testament history was

Repeated

Rememberec

Recorded |

Judges (human weakness : divine strength)
OPPRESSORS

King of Jericho

* King of Moab
* Ammonites

Amalekites

Philistines

King of Hazor
Midianites and Easterns

« Amalekites

Philistines
Ammonites
Ammonites
Philistines

DELIVERERS (“Judges”)

Otheil
Ehud
Shamgar
Deborah/Barak
Gideon
Tola

Jair
Jephthan
Ibzan
Elon
Abdon
Samson
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Ruth and Judges are ONE book in Hebrew Bible

.
In those days there was no Ring in Isvael, but every
man 010 tbat wbicb was w’gbt m bis 0N eyes.

In those 0ays there was no Ring m Israel, every man

010 that which was vight in his own eyes.

The end of Judges!

Why Study the Book of Ruth?

» One of the most dramatic books of prophecy in
the Bible.

» Every book, every name, every detail in the 66
books in the Bible is there by design.

» Each detail in Ruth carries this romance along.

» Each detail also carries along the romance of
redemption, and hints about God’s Plan:

Kinsman-Redeemer
Israel and the Church
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The time of the Judges

e The time of the Judges was a time of spiritual
confusion, apostasy and moral decay as far as
the nation was concerned.

» Yet in the midst of it all, God was working out
His plan in those hearts and lives that were
open to Him.

e The book of Ruth shows how God works His
purposes on the earth even under adverse
circumstances.

“In the days the judges
ruled....”
e The ultimate love story
At the literary level
At the prophetic level
At the personal level
e An extremely significant
book for Believers

The role of the Goel —
the Kinsman-Redeemer

The essential pre-
requisite to Revelation
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Outline of Ruth

Jud Ruth
Two inseparable women (Ch 1-2) e .

* Mother in-law’s loss B
Benjamin Bethléhem
* Daughter-in-law’s loyalty (bad) (g00d)

Two influential men (Ch 3-4)

« Kinsman Redeemer’s love Saul David

* Royal king’s line \/

Relationship of Judges and Ruth

Two themes run through the book of Judges:
* Israel had no king in Israel in those days
* People did what was right in their own eyes.

The book of Ruth tells them where their king
will come from:

* Two miles away from the throne (Bethlehem)
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Who wrote the book of Ruth, and when?

* |srael had no king in Israel in those days (thus,
“those days” must be over and a king in
power).

* David is named in Ruth 4, but not as king (thus,
Saul must be the king).

* Samuel wrote Ruth (and Judges) to switch
people’s thinking from Saul to David

Can learn a great deal from the characters in
Judges, both negatively from mistakes and
positively from good choices:

* Israel had no king in Israel in those days
* People did what was right in their own eyes.

Gentiles are Ruth, in the royal family in Christ.
Boaz is our Jesus. The whole Bible is a romance
and it finishes with a wedding and they live
happily ever after




» Adam
» Seth
> Enosh
e Kenan
MV ELEIE
» Jared
» Enoch
. Methuselah
» Lamech

The Tenth Man

» Shem

e Arphaxad
» Salah

» Eber

» Peleg

» Reu

» Serug

e Nahor

e Terah

» Abraham
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» |saac

» Jacob

» Judah

» Perez

» Herzon

» Ram

» Amminadab
» Nahshon

» Salman

Laws of Ancient Israel

e Read Deuteronomy 23:1-6.

» Ruth Chapter 2: Law of Gleaning
Leviticus 19:9-10; Deuteronomy 24:19,21

» Ruth Chapter 3: Law of Levirite Marriage
Deuteronomy 25:5-10

» Ruth Chapter 4: Law of Redemption
Leviticus 25:47-55
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Deuteronomy 23:3-4

An Amwonite or Moabite shall not enter into the
congregation of the LORD; even to their tenth generation
sba?{ they not enter mto the congregation of the LORD for
ever: because they wet you not with bread and with water

in the way, when ye cawe forth out of Egqypt; and because
they hired against thee Balaam the son o? Beor of Pethor of
Mesopotamia, to curse thee.

| eviticus 19:9-10 |

Ruth was a Moabitess. What’s going on?

The Law of Gléaning

B

TR S

10
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Law of Gleaning

And when Ye reap the harvest o )
wboﬂ;g reap the cormers of tb;g fie 0, neither shalt thou gatber
vineyaro, neithey shalt thou gather [everyl grape of tby
vineyard; thou shalt leave thew for the poor and stranger.....

tke g[eanings_ of tb? havrvest. And thou shalt not glean tb;g

e An ancient welfare system, where a land owner could only make
one pass through a field.

e What the reapers missed or was spilled was left for the widows
and the destitute.
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Law of Redemption

. Israel belongs to God. The land is God’s.

» When Joshua entered the land, God granted it to the 12 tribes,

» Although Israelites could “sel

where the land was to stay.

|”

their land, it was more like a
lease, where rights were sold to use the land for a period.
Land would return to its owners in the year of Jubilee.

» The law required a procedure so that if the next of kin showed

up, there would be a process to purchase the unused years
(called “redeeming the land”). This procedure was written on
the title deed.

Example of the Law of Redemption

» Jeremiah was instructed to buy land just before going
into captivity. (Jeremiah 25)

» After captivity:

Jeremiah’s descendants will come back and claim the land
The title deed would be a scroll; the back of the scroll
detailed the procedure for redemption

» This concept is important for the “seven-sealed book,
“written within and on the backside and sealed with
seven seals” in Revelation 5.

12
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Law of Levirite Marriage  peut2s:-10
e “Levir” is Latin for “a husband’s brother”

e Levirite marriage dealt with a situation where
a widow had no issue; she could go to the
next of kin and put a claim for him to take her
to wife to raise up children for the family of
the deceased.

A woman was not allowed to propose
marriage. But she could hint (strongly).

Law of Levirite Marriage  peut2s:5-10

e The kinsman-redeemer had to meet three
conditions:

He must be a near kinsman
He had to be able to perform
He had to be willing (it was not required)

e If he chose not to, he had to give her his shoe
as a symbol of shame, that he had failed to do

the kinsman’s part.

13
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Jacob’s deathbed promise to Judah

e Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall
praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine
enemies; thy father's children shall bow down
before thee.

e The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a
lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh
come; and unto him shall the gathering of the

people be.
Genesis 49:8, 10)

Outline of the Book of Ruth

» Love’s Resolve e Chapter 1
Ruth cleaving to Naomi

» Love’s Response e Chapter 2
Ruth gleaning

» Love’s Request e Chapter 3
the threshing floor scene

» Love’s Reward e Chapter 4
redemption of both land and bride

14
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Chapter 1: Ruth Cleaving
e “In the days the judges rules....”

e Famine drives the family to Moab

Elimelech “My God is King”)
Naomi (“Pleasant”; “My delight”) ; [Mara (“Bitter”)]
Mahlon (“Sickly”; “Unhealthy”; “to blot out”)

Chilion (“Puny”; “pining”; “wasting away”)
e Naomi deters daughters-in-law from following:

”n, u

Orpah (“Fawn”; “Gazelle”) [Ultimately returns]
Ruth (“Desirable”; “friendship”)  [Ultimately remains]

Ruth’s Sevenfold Decision
And Ruth said, “Intreat me not to leave thee, or to

return from following after three: /ﬂ
e for whither thou goest, | will go; T; b ,)
» And where thou lodgest, | will lodge; |
» Thy people shall be my people, &

» And thy God my God:
e Where thou diest, will | die,
e And there will | be buried’
» The LORD do so to me, and more
also, if ought death part
me and thee.”

Ruth 1:16-17

15
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Chapter 2: Ruth Gleaning

® The LaW Of Gleaning Leviticus 19:9-10; Deuteronomy 24:19-207?
Provision for the destitute

e “Happens” upon the field of Boaz
Boaz = “In Him is Strength” (Temple Pillar)
Introduced by “Unnamed Servant”
Protection + “handful or two on purpose”

e Goel — Kinsman-Redeemer

Law of Redemption Leviticus 25:47-50
Law of Levirite Marriage Deuteronomy 25:5-10

Naomi’s Problems

» How could the name of her husband Elimelech be
maintained among the tribes of Israel since both
sons were now dead?

» What steps must Naomi take to protect her
inheritance which Elimelech had left in Naomi’s
trust?

» How could Naomi provide rest and security for
her faithful daughter-in-law Ruth?

» A marriage between Ruth and Boaz would solve
all three problems.

16
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Chapter 3: The Threshing Floor

e Naomi recognizes an opportunity
For the redemption of her land
For a new life for Ruth
She instructs Ruth what to do
e Ruth approaches Boaz
To fulfil the role of a Goel
e A “nearer kinsman” is in the way....
(6 measures of barley = a code for Naomi)

Chapter 4: The Redemption

e Boaz confronts the “nearer kinsman”

He is willing to redeem the property

But he is not willing to take Ruth as a bride

He yields his shoe to relieve the obligation
e Boaz steps up

He purchases the land for Naomi

He “purchases” Ruth as his bride

“May your house be like Perez....”

17
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Ruth’s Social Progression

Term Meaning

m»m>3 Nochriyah  Foreigner Ruth 2:10

mney Shipah Beneath
(lower servant) Ruth 2:13

RN Amah Maidservant Ruth 3:9
e lishah Wife Ruth 4:14

The Strange Prophecy

. Perez
. Hezron
. Ram

1
And let thy house be like the 2
h Pharez, wh 3

ouse of Pharez, whom 4 Amminadab
Tamar bare unto Judah, of 5 Nahshon
the seed which the LORD 6. Salmon

hall give th thi 7. Boaz
shall give thee of this young 8 Obod
woman. 9

1

. Jesse
0.David

Ruth 4:12

18



Where does the Book of Ruth prophesy David?

The secrets o[ the Torah aye revealed n the
skipping of the letters.

ami explainec that each code is a

ase of adcing every fourth letter to
form a message.

Genesis 38

BT T NN TNt 0t R npa
MPY YW YT D UGN TTaT owr
R AR
NN NPETNAR NP 12 T TR
$NR TATPa avoa i by nwtnR R0pm 13 ahm S
WAL TRYY 1ID2 Twh N = e
T WMRT NI Iea p0 T Tioa w
XD DT OpnY AN 0207 TN NURTDR N3 RS Tt oo

bt et B o= Py bt i J
3TN M2 2wk TR e Tms Moz mnTe G
- 1 TTINTAYR YWINI AN 0vatl 1R |
AN abhen
Ny 1 nnnn nby

L

WM T RN

T Tan R ann 3 M7 Ruth
noneEa awm a%wnm Tr2a oom 7*3':;;:: TARDR "o om 14
mun? % R ‘ - TNRT D TN Ty 4
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3D NP2 "D TR 2 ndm i tny

¢ RIOR R0 R TaThr aebr oo

bR RI2M ~D BT ETTR RRP R

1130 Yran RN INEaTn o 7

NNRARY T T ] > T , 12 22 Obed

RS> Tumy e Ar2w nan b Tt R AtTEn

TIT QNP2 TN hnnm s b tam ot whweno

TG NPT PR TRV NEISTID AN TTUS N

All in 49-letter intervals; &
All in chronological order!

10/27/2017
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The Strange Prophecy

And let thy house be like the house of
Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah,
of the seed which the LORD shall give
thee of this young woman.

Perez
Hezron
Ram
Amminadab
Nahshon
Salmon

Ruth 4:12

A bastard shall not enter into the
congregation of the LORD; even to his
tenth generation shall he not enter
into the congregation of the LORD.

SOoONOoOOAWh =

Deuteronomy 23:2

A Question

e How could Samuel appoint Saul (a Benjamite) as
Israel’s first king when he knew that the king was
to come from the tribe of Judah?

e
Jubag, thou [art he] wgom tby brethren shall praise:
thy hano shall be in the neck o tgine enewties; thy

ather's children shall bow down before thee.

The sceptre shall not depart from judah, nov a law

giver [rom between pis Teet, until shi

[oly copme; and
unto bim sba” the

21



10/27/2017

Typological Analysis

» Goel = Kinsman-Redeemer

Must be a Kinsman

Must be able to perform

Must be willing by
Must assume all the obligations =
» Boaz > The Lord of the Harvest

> The Kinsman-Redeemer

» Naomi > [srael

» Ruth > The Gentile Bride

Observations relating to the Church

» In order to bring Ruth to Naomi, Naomi had to be
exiled from her land.

» What the Law could not do, Grace did.

» Ruth does not replace Naomi.

» Ruth learns of Boaz’s ways through Naomi.
» Naomi meets Boaz through Ruth.

» No matter how much Boaz loved Ruth, he had to
wait for her move.

» Boaz, not Ruth, confronts the Nearer Kinsman.

22
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Ruth’s walk with Boaz
» In Chapter 1, Ruth doesn’t know that Boaz exists.

» In Chapter 2, Ruth is a poor labourer, gleaning the field
of Boaz and receiving his gifts. She sees Boaz as a
kind, mighty man of wealth.

» The turning point comes in Chapter 3, where Ruth
yields herself at the feet of Boaz and believes his
promises.

» Chapter 4 records that Ruth is no longer poor, but now
she has Boaz and everything he owns belongs to her.

A reflection on Bible history

e Judges is the book of “no king”.
Things got so bad that the people cried out for a king to feed
and protect them. Is that like today?

e 1 Samuel is the book of “man’s king” (Saul)

Things will get so bad that the nations will cry out for a king
to feed and protect them. (Antichrist)
e 2 Samuel is the book of “God’s king” (David)

When man’s king has done his worst, God’s king will appear,
judge the evil world, put away ungodliness, and establish the
Kingdom of Heaven on earth.
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