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Okay, but what IS the Gospel?

1 Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel
which | preached unto you, which also ye have received,
and wherein ye stand;

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what
| preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

3 For | delivered unto you first of all that which | also
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to
the scriptures;

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the
third day according to the scriptures:

1 Corinthians 15:1-4

"The gospelis
neither a discussion
nor o debate.

‘Itis an announcement!’

Dr. Paul S. Rees
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Key Verse in the book of Mark

"For even the Son of man came
not to be ministered unto,
but to minister, and to
give his life
aransom for many'’

Mark 10:45
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Mark 9

1 And He said to them, "Assuredly, | say to you that there are some
standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of
God present with power."*

2 Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led
them up on a high mountain apart by themselves; and He was
transfigured before them.

Mount of Transfiguration

* The tradition location since Origen of Alexandria (231-254) is
575m (1,886 ft) high Mount Tabor just outside of Nazareth.

RH Fuller, J. Lightfoot and others suggest Mount Hermon
(2,815 m or 9,232 ft) better meets the Bible as it is (1) “an
high mountain” per Matthew 17:1 (2) near Caesarea Philippi
(Matthew 16:13). (3) Mount Tabor was fortified and (4) is in
Galilee, while per Mark 9:30, Jesus does not again “pass
through Galilee” until after the transfiguration.




Mount Hermon

3 His clothes became shining, exceedingly white, like snow, such as
no launderer on earth can whiten them. # And Elijah appeared to
them with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.

> Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us
to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah"-- ® because he did not know what to
say, for they were greatly afraid.

7 And a cloud came and overshadowed them; and a voice came
out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!“

8 Suddenly, when they had looked around, they saw no one
anymore, but only Jesus with themselves.

9 Now as they came down from the mountain, He commanded
them that they should tell no one the things they had seen, till the
Son of Man had risen from the dead.

10 So they kept this word to themselves, questioning what the
rising from the dead meant.
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11 And they asked Him, saying, "Why do the scribes say that Elijah
must come first?"

12 Then He answered and told them, "Indeed, Elijah is coming first
and restores all things. And how is it written concerning the Son of
Man, that He must suffer many things and be treated with
contempt? 13 But | say to you that Elijah has also come, and they
did to him whatever they wished, as it is written of him."

14 And when He came to the disciples, He saw a great multitude
around them, and scribes disputing with them.

15 Immediately, when they saw Him, all the people were greatly
amazed, and running to Him, greeted Him. 1® And He asked the
scribes, "What are you discussing with them?"

17 Then one of the crowd answered and said, "Teacher, | brought
You my son, who has a mute spirit. ¥ And wherever it seizes him,
it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth,
and becomes rigid. So | spoke to Your disciples, that they should
cast it out, but they could not."

19 He answered him and said, "O faithless generation, how long
shall | be with you? How long shall | bear with you? Bring him to
Me." ?° Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him,
immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the ground
and wallowed, foaming at the mouth.

21 S0 He asked his father, "How long has this been happening to
him?" And he said, "From childhood. ?? And often he has thrown
him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You
can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”

23 Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to
him who believes."

Allthings are possible
to him who believes

3

2

B MARKS
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24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears,
"Lord, | believe; help my unbelief!"

'‘Lorq, | believe;
help my unbelief

2> When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He
rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "Deaf and dumb spirit, |
command you, come out of him and enter him no more!"

III

26 Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of
him. And he became as one dead, so that many said, "He is dead.”
27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.

28 And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him
privately, "Why could we not cast it out?"

29 So He said to them, "This kind can come out by nothing but
prayer and fasting."

What is “faith”?

* Now faith (pistis, belief, conviction) is the substance
(hypostasis, reality) of things hoped for, the evidence
(elegchos, proof) of things not seen. (Hebrews 11:1)

* For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the
beginning of our confidence (elegchos, proof)
stedfast unto the end.... (Hebrews 3:14)

Paul writes of the quality of Abraham's faith: "Yet he
did not waver through unbelief regarding the
promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith
and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that
God had power to do what he had promised."”
(Romans 4:20-21)
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Brief comparison of Matthew and Mark

Matthew 17:°Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could
not we cast him out? 2°And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief:
for verily | say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall
say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove;
and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 2!Howbeit this kind goeth not out
but by prayer and fasting.

Mark 9:18... and | spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and
they could not. °He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how
long shall | be with you? how long shall | suffer you? bring him unto me.... 23
Jesus said unto him [the father], If thou canst believe, all things are possible
to him that believeth.... 22And when he was come into the house, his disciples
asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? 2°And he said unto
them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.

Brief comparison of Matthew and Mark

Matthew 17:°Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could
not we cast him out? 2°And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief:
for verily | say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall
say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove;
and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 2!Howbeit this kind goeth not out
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Mark 9:18... and | spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and
they could not. °He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how
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to him that believeth.... 22And when he was come into the house, his disciples
asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? 2°And he said unto
them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.

Jesus can heal irrespective of the quality of one’s faith.
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Brief comparison of Matthew and Mark
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Jesus can heal irrespective of the quality of one’s faith.
But is irritated at disbelief that questions his ability.
Whose unbelief? Matthew (disciples), Mark (father)
Why not healed? Matthew (unbelief), Mark (prayer)

Combine unbelief,, ;.. @aNd prayer,,, -

The disciples’ unbelief (little faith)
made it crucial for healing
that they call on God (prayer and fasting).

If they hit a barrier (the demon)
they needed to pray for healing
In God’s power, not their own.

12
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30 Then they departed from there and passed through Galilee,
and He did not want anyone to know it.

31 For He taught His disciples and said to them, "The Son of Man
is being betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him.
And after He is killed, He will rise the third day." * But they did
not understand this saying, and were afraid to ask Him.

33 Then He came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house
He asked them, "What was it you disputed among yourselves on
the road?" ** But they kept silent, for on the road they had
disputed among themselves who would be the greatest.

35 And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, "If
anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all."

“Whoever wants to be first
must be last and servant of all’

36 Then He took a little child and set him in the midst of them. And
when He had taken him in His arms, He said to them, 3’ "Whoever
receives one of these little children in My name receives Me; and
whoever receives Me, receives not Me but Him who sent Me."

38 Now John answered Him, saying, "Teacher, we saw someone
who does not follow us casting out demonsin Your name, and we
forbade him because he does not follow us.”

39 But Jesus said, "Do not forbid him, for no one who works a
miracle in My name can soon afterward speak evil of Me. *°"For
he who is not against us is on our side.

MAN JESUS

Whoever is not for us Whoever is not against us
is against us. is with us.

13
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41 For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My name,
because you belong to Christ, assuredly, | say to you, he will by no
means lose his reward.

42 "But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me
to stumble, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung
around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea.

43 |f your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to
enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell,
into the fire that shall never be quenched-- 4 where 'Their worm
does not die, And the fire is not quenched.'

And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of
the men that have transgressed against me: for their
worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched;

and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.
(Isaiah 66:24)

4> And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to
enter life lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell,
into the fire that shall never be quenched-- %6 where 'Their worm
does not die, And the fire is not quenched.'

47 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you
to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two
eyes, to be cast into hell fire-- 8 where 'Their worm does not die,
And the fire is not quenched.'

49 "For everyone will be seasoned with fire, and every sacrifice will
be seasoned with salt. 0 Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavor,
how will you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace
with one another."

14
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Mark 10

1 Then He arose from there and came to the region of Judea by the
other side of the Jordan. And multitudes gathered to Him again,
and as He was accustomed, He taught them again.

2 The Pharisees came and asked Him, "Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife?" testing Him.

3 And He answered and said to them, "What did Moses command
you?" 4 They said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate
of divorce, and to dismiss her."

> And Jesus answered and said to them, "Because of the hardness
of your heart he wrote you this precept. ® But from the beginning
of the creation, God 'made them male and female.' 7 'For this
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to
his wife, 8 and the two shall become one flesh'; so then they are
no longer two, but one flesh.

9 Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate."

101n the house His disciples also asked Him again about the same
matter. 11 So He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and
marries another commits adultery against her. 12 And if a woman
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery."

13 Then they brought little children
to Him, that He might touch them;
but the disciples rebuked those who
brought them.

14 But when Jesus saw it, He was ]
greatly displeased and said to them, ri’}
"Let the little children come to Me, % U
and do not forbid them; for of such l ‘
is the kingdom of God. > Assuredly,

| say to you, whoever does not

receive the kingdom of God as a little

child will by no means enter it."

16 And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and
blessed them.

15
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17 Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt
before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall | do that |
may inherit eternal life?"

18 5o Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good
but One, that is, God. 1° You know the commandments: 'Do not
commit adultery,' 'Do not murder,' ‘Do not steal,' 'Do not bear
false witness,' 'Do not defraud,' '"Honor your father and your
mother.""

20 And he answered and said to Him, "Teacher, all these things |
have kept from my youth."

21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One
thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up
the cross, and follow Me."

22 But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he
had great possessions. 23 Then Jesus looked around and said to His
disciples, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the
kingdom of God!"

24 And the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus
answered again and said to them, "Children, how hard it is for
those who trustin riches to enter the kingdom of God! ?° It is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of God."

26 And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves,
"Who then can be saved?"

2 But Jesus looked at them and said, "With
men itis impossible, but not with God;
for with God all things are possible'

’8 Then Peter began to say to Him, "See, we have left all and
followed You."

9 S0 Jesus answered and said, "Assuredly, | say to you, there is no
one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother
or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, *° who
shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time--houses and
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with
persecutions--and in the age to come, eternal life.

8/23/2018
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31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first."

32 Now they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus
was going before them; and they were amazed. And as they
followed they were afraid.

Then He took the twelve aside again and began to tell them the
things that would happen to Him:

33 "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will
be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will
condemn Him to death and deliver Him to the Gentiles; 34 and
they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill
Him. And the third day He will rise again."

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him,
saying, "Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask."

36 And He said to them, "What do you want Me to do for you?"

37 They said to Him, "Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right
hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory."

38 But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you ask. Are you
able to drink the cup that | drink, and be baptized with the
baptism that | am baptized with?"

39 They said to Him, "We are able." So Jesus said to them, "You will
indeed drink the cup that | drink, and with the baptism | am
baptized with you will be baptized; %° but to sit on My right hand
and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is
prepared.”

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased
with James and John. 42 But Jesus called them to Himself and said
to them, "You know that those who are considered rulers over the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority
over them. #3 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever
desires to become great among you shall be your servant. 44 And
whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all.

45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."

17



For the son of man did nul L
tome to be served «

46 Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His
disciples and a great multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of
Timaeus, sat by the road begging. 7 And when he heard that it
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, Son of
David, have mercy on me!"

48 Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the
more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 42 So Jesus stood still
and commanded him to be called. Then they called the blind man,
saying to him, "Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you."

%0 And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus

51 So Jesus answered and said to him,
"What do you want Me to do for you?"
The blind man said to Him, "Rabboni,
that | may receive my sight."

52 Then Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your faith has made you
well." And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on
the road.

8/23/2018
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Mark 11

1 Now when they drew near Jerusalem, to Bethphage and
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples; 2 and
He said to them, "Go into the village opposite you; and as soon as
you have entered it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has
sat. Loose it and bring it. 3 And if anyone says to you, 'Why are you
doing this?' say, 'The Lord has need of it,' and immediately he will
send it here."

4 So they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door
outside on the street, and they loosed it.

> But some of those who stood there said to them, "What are you
doing, loosing the colt?"

6 And they spoke to them just as Jesus had commanded. So they
let them go. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their
clothes on it, and He sat on it.

8 And many spread their clothes on the road, and others cut down
leafy branches from the trees and spread them on the road.

? Then those who went before and those who followed cried out,
saying: "Hosanna! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord!" 10 Blessed is the kingdom of our father David That comes in
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!"

11 And Jesus went into Jerusalem and into the temple.

So when He had looked around at all things, as the hour was
already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve.

12 Now the next day, when they had
come out from Bethany, He was
hungry. 13 And seeing from afar a fig
tree having leaves, He went to see if
perhaps He would find something
on it. When He came to it, He found
nothing but leaves, for it was not
the season for figs.

¥ n response Jesus said to it, "Let
no one eat fruit from you ever
again." And His disciples heard it.
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15 S0 they came to Jerusalem. Then Jesus went into the temple
and began to drive out those who bought and sold in the temple,
and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of
those who sold doves. 1 And He would not allow anyone to carry
wares through the temple.

Money changers sold the only acceptable

currency authorised to pay the Jewish templ
tax for atonement per Exodus 30:11-16, the
Tyrian shekel (tetradrachm or tetradrachma).

The 14 gram coin was selected by the Pharisees because it was 94% silver
vice most Roman coins which were ~80%. Minted from 126 BC to 56 AD by
the Roman Mint in Tyre, they were the standard temple tax coin until 66 AD.
They bore the likeness of Phoenician god Melgart (aka Baal or Beelzebub)
on the front and a Tyrian (Roman Empire) eagle on the reverse. The Tyrian
shekel was also notorious as the likely mode of payment for Judas Iscariot.

——

17 Then He taught, saying to them, "Is it not written, 'My house
shall be called a house of prayer for all nations'? But you have

1«

made it a 'den of thieves.

: ;1 S LT

_%the scllbes and chlef prlests hérd itand sought how they

““might destroy_I-_I‘Lrlw for they fearedr"lm, because all the people
wergfastonished-at His teaching.

139 When evening had come, He went out of the city.

8/23/2018
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20 Now in the morning, as they
passed by, they saw the fig tree
dried up from the roots. 2t And
Peter, remembering, said to Him,
"Rabbi, look! The fig tree which
You cursed has withered away."

22 50 Jesus answered and said to

them, "Have faith in God. 23 For et
assuredly, | say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be
removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his
heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will
have whatever he says. 2* Therefore | say to you, whatever things
you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will
have them.

2> "And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against
anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive
you your trespasses. 26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your
Father in heaven forgive your trespasses."

27 Then they came again to Jerusalem. And as He was walking in the
temple, the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came to Him. 28
And they said to Him,

'‘By what authority are You doing these things” And
who gave You this authority to do these things?"

29 But Jesus answered and said to them, "l also will ask you one
guestion; then answer Me, and | will tell you by what authority | do
these things: ° The baptism of John--was it from heaven or from
men? Answer Me."

31 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From
heaven,' He will say, 'Why then did you not believe him?' 22 But if

we say, 'From men' "--they feared the people, for all counted John
to have been a prophet indeed.

33 So they answered and said to Jesus, "We do not know."

And Jesus answered and said to them, "Neither will | tell you by
what authority | do these things."

8/23/2018
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