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What is the “Bible”?

Ta BLBALa

from biblia (Latin)
from earlier ta biblia (Koine Greek)
meaning "the books” or “library” or “book”

A collection of sacred texts or scriptures that
Jews and Christians consider to be a product
of divine inspiration and a record of the
relationship between God and humans

Our “library” is a collection of 66 books

OLD TESTAMENT | NEW TESTAMENT
39 Books 27 Books

1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians 1Peter
s A 1uam
;E:!o::ans- L -
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testament

/'testomant/
noun

1.(law) a will setting out the disposition of
personal property.

2.a. a covenant instituted between God and man,

b. a copy of the Bible or either the Old or the
New Testament.

Origin: from Late Latin vetus testamentum and nevum testamentum,
loan-translations of Greek palaia diatheke and kaine diatheke.
The Greek draOnKkn (diathké /dé-a-tha'-kd/ Strong’s G1242),
means a compact, a covenant, a testament or a will.
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The New Testament is ire stiory of aMan
.1old by people (@yewitnesses) who knew Him.
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The Old Testament is the story of a Nation

1 The Hebrews
went to Egyptas i
a Family.

2 They were later
enslaved.

3 Moses led them
out as a Nation...

% ... that conquered ¥
Canaan. -
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Old and New Testaments

T The New Testamentis in the Old Testament

]

a

¥ The Old Testamentis in the New Testament

revealed.

Three Biblical Canons

The first part of the Christian Bible overlaps with
the Jewish Scriptures, with three distinct canons:

X The Jewish Tanakh
(Hebrew Bible)

BIBLE
T The Protestant R
Old Testament

%¢The Catholic (and Anglican and
Orthodox) Old Testament

(A “canon” is an authoritative collection of texts generally accepted as scripture.)
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Three Biblical Canons

XThe Jewish Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) contains
24 books.

T The Protestant Old Testament covers the
same basic content as the Tenakh in 39 T
books (the Old Testament), plus adds 27 in | B
the New Testament. =

2¢The Catholic (and Anglican and Orthodox)
Old Testaments cover the same basic
content as the Protestant, plus an additional "
9 books called the Apocrypha, or 9
deuterocanonical.

The Old Testament consists of 39 books

OLD TESTAMENT
39 Books

mmm—

| Exodus (5 == Hosea

= Amos 55
5 Ecclesiastes (1 Nohum {2
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The Old Testament

* Old Testament books fall into five categories:

LAW WISDOM MAIJOR PROPHETS
| PSALMS |
LAMENTATIONS
EZEKIEL
DANIEL

HISTORY MINOR PROPHETS

RUTH
1 SAMUEL
2 SAMUEL
1 KINGS

OBADIAH

1 CHRONICLES
2 CHRONICLES

HABAKKUK
ZEPHANIAH

ZECHARIAH

ESTHER MALACHI

Two Testaments

The Christian Old Testament is equivalent to the Hebrew
Bible, the Tanakh. It has the same basic contents but is
organised differently and has a different emphasis.

Tanakh Old
Testament

HOLY
BIBLE

Kis

001 1 P 0 5 3
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The Jewish Scriptures (7”710 or Xpn)

The Jewish Scriptures are
~ called ‘Tanakh’ or ‘Miqgra’:
¥ TaNaKh is an acrostic of:
X Torah (‘Teaching’ aka ‘Law’)
X Nevi'im (‘Prophets’)
E.';':‘:‘} T 2 Ketuvim (‘Writings’)
"N KETHUVIM
¥ Migra (aka Mikra) means ‘that
which is read’.

-Irr:_-n
Tanakh — The Hebrew Bible

> 4

Ta

1:-'1 ' 2o8°2) N/ 2°ND |
{ Teaching | Prophets | Writings

Torah A\ Neviiim S\ Ketuvim
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“Torah” (77in) is a Hebrew word for “instruction
- .(designed to teach us the truth about God and
ourselves, and how we relate to Him).”

agen
e
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It includes the first five books of the Bible.

From inception, the Torah was
relayed in families by an oral
tradition called the Oral Torah.

Jewish and Christian tradition hold
A1 Nw'N - Genesis that Moses authored these books
wnin - Exodus (except the end of Deuteronomy).

X - Leviticus &\ Jesus referred to the Law as the
anTa — Numbers P ‘books of Moses” (Luke 24:44; John 5:46),
T27'D - Detiteronomy as did Peter, James and Paul.

Some scholars hypothesise that
four sources (Yahwist, Elohist,
Deuteronomist and Priestly) were
combined to form the Torah around
4508c. Academic debate continues.

~The Five Books of Moses




11@hste
Qt%to %

¥ /[?;_ paft & ) g

A\ g’ Seliw 11111,1@11%1
s i ‘ﬁ .

4

The five scrolls of the Torah

i MWK « inninga”
Genesis Bere'shiyth the beginning
m émhw “these are the names”
emot
AR Re™) - “He (the LORD) called out”
ayikra
Numbers ;31733 “in the wilderness”
amidbar
Deuteronomy Eﬁ--:'.? “and these are His words.”
evarim

“In the beginning, these are the names the LORD
called out in the wilderness and these are His words.”

7/28/2018
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Chapters 1-11: God's creation of the world; Eden;
the fall; the flood; human rebellion and invention
Genesis of religion and cities.

Chapters 12-50: Patriarchal and matriarchal
ancestors. Joseph is enslaved in Egypt, but rises to
power and eventual reunifies.

The story of Moses, whom God calls to lead the
Exodus Israelites from slavery in Egypt. At Mount Sinai,
God'’s covenant with Israel.

Religious instructions for sacrifices and rituals;
Leviticus initiation of Aaron and his sons as priests; and laws
concerning purity and impurity.

Continues the narrative of the Israelites as they
Numbers wander in the wilderness. Further instructions are
given in this period.

Three speeches by Moses on the eastern side of
Deuteronomy the Jordan river, before the Israelites enter the
promised land. Moses’ death.

THE NEVI'IM

Prophets (2°%°21)

Former Prophets Latter Prophets
(o 1wR DR, (D*17mR oK,
Nevi'im Rishonim) Nevi'im Aharonim)

7/28/2018

11



7/28/2018

THE NEVI'IM

Prophets (2°%°2])

- Latter Prophets
ormer (2°117mR 228221, Nevi'im Aharonim)
Prophets

D WRT O°R°21, . .

: Nevi'im Major Minor Prophets
- i Wy ", Trei Asar,

Rishonim) Prophets ( “Them':m“)ﬂf

THE NEVI'IM

Prophets (2°%°21)

Latter Prophets
Former

Prophets | (*,_ jor Minor Prophets

Isaiah Hosea Jonah Zephaniah
Jeremiah Joel Micah Haggai
Ezekiel Amos Nahum  Zachariah
Obadiah Habakkuk Malachi

12
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THE KETUVIM

The Writings (2°21n3)

Sifrei Emet* Hamesh

(MR 2w *190 Megillot Histories
(Book of Truth”, W (mizwan wan) (Other)

Poetry) (Five Scrolls)

NNAR (EMT) is the acronym of the first letters of
the three Poetic books (alef, mem and tav):

Psalms (D’bﬂ Tehillim)
Proverbs (YW B Mishlei)
Job (2V18Y lyyov).

T7AN “truth” in Hebrew

Rabbis call the poetic books the “book of Truth”.

13
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The Hebrew Alphabet (Aleph + Bet)

NWIpPENBYSIIARITIOUATITTAIN

Stn  Rush  Qof Taad  Tzad  Peh Peh Mem  Mem  Lamed Fhaf

e A b

" "o . o Y = I "o . o
Tav” is the last letterin &5 )/_} N7 Alef” is the first letterin

the Hebrew alphabet = ) the Hebrew alphabet

“Mem” is the middle letterin
the Hebrew alphabet

Per Rabbis, “truth” is the beginning, middle and end.

Every letter in Hebrew has a meaning, based on
the pictograph from the Paleo-Hebrew alphabet.

» Modern Hebrew X came from Paleo-Hebrew b" It
stands for ox, bull, strength, leader, first... and God.

* The modern 7 is from t‘j (water, massive, chaos).
* I comes from )( (cross, covenant, sign of a covenant).

14



7/28/2018

Every letter in Hebrew has a meaning, based on
the pictograph from the Paleo-Hebrew alphabet.

» Modern Hebrew X came from Paleo-Hebrew b" It
stands for ox, bull, strength, leader, first... and God.

* The modern 7 is from t‘j (water, massive, chaos).
* I comes from )( (cross, covenant, sign of a covenant).

Remove God (b—’) from truth,“rﬂ:‘,—‘ b—'

Every letter in Hebrew has a meaning, based on
the pictograph from the Paleo-Hebrew alphabet.

» Modern Hebrew X came from Paleo-Hebrew b" It
stands for ox, bull, strength, leader, first... and God.

* The modern 7 is from t‘j (water, massive, chaos).
* I comes from )( (cross, covenant, sign of a covenant).

Remove God (b—’) from truth,“ (_)‘,-‘ b—'

we are left with mowth "b or “death”.

15
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Every letter in Hebrew has a meaning, based on
the pictograph from the Paleo-Hebrew alphabet.

» Modern Hebrew X came from Paleo-Hebrew b" It
stands for ox, bull, strength, leader, first... and God.

* The modern 7 is from t‘j (water, massive, chaos).
* I comes from )( (cross, covenant, sign of a covenant).

Remove God (5’) from truth,“ :‘;—‘ b—'
we are left with mowth "b or “death”.
Removing God from truth yields death!

THE KETUVIM

The Writings (2°2103)

Song of Songs

Psalms Ruth
Proverbs Lamentations

Daniel
Ezra
Nehemiah
Chronicles

Job Ecclesiastes
Esther

16
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The Old Testament

* The 39 books of the Old Testament cover the same
material as the Jewish Bible - the Tenakh - just
organised a little differently.

It covers everything from God'’s creation of the
universe, following the Israelites as they coalesce
into tribes and a nation under a covenant with God.
It records their historical ups and downs as they
rebel against God and then repent, repeatedly.

The Old Testament then covers prophets called to
give God’s messages to various peoples, few of which
were heeded. It stops short of the birth of Jesus, but
the Old Covenant keeps running up to Jesus’ death,
when Christians believe a New Covenant was forged.

The NT consists of 27 books

Hebrews
James
1Peter

2 Peter
1John

' 2John |
# 3John

| Colossians
1Thessalonians = Jide -

17
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The New Testament

The 27 books of the New Testament are a record of
historical events in the life of Jesus Christ - His life, death,
resurrection, ascension - and the birth and spread of
Christianity in the 15t Century AD by His disciples.

The New Testament covers a New Covenant between
God and humans in which the dispensation of grace is
revealed through Jesus Christ.

Christians believe that the New Testament add to the Old
Testament to complete the revelation of God.

Therefore, Jesus came to complete the revelation of God.
In so doing, His life and death fulfilled hundreds of Old
Testament prophecies.

The New Testament
New Testament books fall into seven categories:

PAUL’'S LETTERS TO
GOSPELS CHURCHES UNNAMED* LETTER

MATTHEW [ hiEsREWS |

[ mARK | 1 CORINTHIANS
2 CORINTHIANS
T C LAt GENERAL LETTERS

JAMES
(GOSPE L) HlSTORY PHILIPPIANS 1 PETER
2 PETER
ACTS 1THESSALONIANS 1 JOHN
2 JOHN

PAUL’S LETTERS —

JUDE

TO PASTORS
HRORHEEY
REVELATION

NOTE: * Probably written by Paul.

18



The first 4 (or 5) NT books are called the Gospel

i Corir.nians
2 Zorinthians
Galatians
Ephesians "
Philippians | 1 240mn
3John
1Thessalonians Z{ yde 112

2 Thessalonians 7| Revelation

noun | gosepel | \ gé-spal \

1.

2.

5.

capitalised: good news; the message concerning Christ, the
Kingdom of God, and salvation

capitalised: one of the four New Testament books telling of the
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ

3. alection from one of the four gospels used in a religious way
4.

any system of religious doctrine; sometimes, any system of
political doctrine or social philosophy; as, this political gospel.
anything promoted or accepted as infallible truth oras a
guiding principle of doctrine

Middle English, from Old English god-spel meaning “good news”

or

“glad tidings”, which is a calque (word-for-word translation) of

the Greek word e0ayyEAlov, euangelion (eu- "good", -angelion
"message") or in Aramaic (< cax.co ewang'eliyawn).

7/28/2018
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Okay, but what IS the Gospel?

1 Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel
which | preached unto you, which also ye have received,
and wherein ye stand;

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what
| preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

3 For | delivered unto you first of all that which | also
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to
the scriptures;

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the
third day according to the scriptures:

1 Corinthians 15:1-4

The “Good News” of the Bible

Jesus died,
according to the Scriptures...

He was buried...

He rose again on the third day,
according to the Scriptures.

20
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Died

according to the scriptures

on the

Rose 34 day

according to the scriptures

21
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Religion or Relationship?

23
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A

Why didn’t Jis s‘gn-d!P'aal condemn slavery?

u
S 9’
¥ * Firglzthe message of Christianity is
Y ./_@"prlmarily to individuals, and only
¢ (7 secondarily to society. It leaves those ...

influenced to influence the mass.

/_ Second, it acts on spiritual and moral sentiment, and only

afterwards and consequently on deeds or institutions.

Third, it hates violence, and trusts wholly to enlightened
conscience. So it meddles directly with no political or
social arrangements, but lays down principles which will
profoundly affect these, and leaves them to soak into the

general mind.
Alexander Maclaren, “Commentary on Colossians”,
The Expositor’s Bible (Eerdmans, 1940; vol. VI, 301).

About the author

Saul (later called Paul), a Roman citizen, was born and raised in
Tarsus, home to a famous university, higher in reputation than
universities in Athens and Alexandria. He was taken to
Jerusalem as a young boy and educated by the well-known
teacher Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). He became a Pharisee.

Saul held the stoners’ coats while Stephen was stoned to death
for his faith. He persecuted of the church with authority to
imprison Christians (Acts 26:9-11). He travelled to foreign cities
to root them out.

He was travelling to Damascus to arrest believers when Jesus
confronted him outside the city: “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?”

In the city a believer called Ananias visited Saul. His blindness
was healed and he was baptized (Acts 9:1-19).

Paul stayed three years in Damascus, preaching in synagogues.

24
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A private letter

Paul received news from Epaphras of a threat to the faith in
Colossae (epistle to the Colossians).

Paul intercedes for Philemon’s runaway slave Onesimus, who
apparently robbed his master in Colossae and fled to Rome.

Onesimus came in contact with Paul and was converted. He
began to live up to his name, “Profitable” (v.11).

Although Paul would have liked to have kept him in Rome as
friend and helper, he insists Onesimus return to Colossae.

Since he was returning as a Christian, Paul asks Philemon to
receive him as a “brother beloved” (v.16).

Paul expects Philemon to do even more than he asks (v.21).

Slavery

Estimates suggest that there were 60 million slaves in the
Roman Empire; men and women were traded like pieces of
chattel or merchandise. The average slave sold for 500 denarii.
(One denarii was a day’s wage for a common labourer.)
Educated and skilled slaves were sold for as much as 50,000
denarii. A master could free a slave, or a slave could buy his
freedom if he could raise the money (Acts 22:28).

The master would register the name and description of a
runaway slave with the officials, who would place him on the
“wanted” list. Masters could execute rebellious slaves. While
some masters were cruel, others were humane. A slave was an
useful piece of property it would cost the owner to lose.

Philemon had a dilemma. If he forgave Onesimus, what would
the other masters (and slaves) think? If he punished him, how
would it affect his testimony?

25



7/28/2018

Philemon, Apphia, Archippus, and Onesimus

Philemon (affectionate, one of a kind) from Colossae, a city of
Phrygia, was a man both wealthy and noble; the assembly
met in his home. He was one of Paul’s converts (v. 19)

Apphia was Philemon’s wife.
Archippus, their son, was a minister of the Gospel (Col. 4:17).

Onesimus (profitable), formerly an unbeliever and slave of
Philemon (v. 16), stole certain things and fled to Rome (v. 15).
While there, Paul guided him to faith (v. 10) and he became
very useful to Paul (vv. 11-13, Col. 4:10). Paul encouraged him
to voluntarily return to his master Philemon, and provided a
letter of commendation to take.

In this epistle, Paul commended Onesimus to his master and
reconciled the two. Onesimus was later made a bishop; in
Greece he is honoured as the patron Saint of the imprisoned.

Greeting

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our
brother,

To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow laborer, %2 to
the beloved Apphia, Archippus our fellow soldier, and
to the church in your house:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

26



Commending Philemon’s Love and Faith

41 thank my God, making mention of you always in my
prayers, > hearing of your love and faith which you have
toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, ©that
the sharing of your faith may become effective by the
acknowledgment of every good thing which is in you in
Christ Jesus.

’For we have great joy and consolation in your love,
because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed
by you, brother.

(Look back)

The Plea for Onesimus
On the basis of Onesimus’ conversion

8 Therefore, though | might be very bold in Christ to
command you what is fitting, ° yet for love’s sake | rather
appeal to you—being such a one as Paul, the aged, and
now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ— 1°| appeal to you for
my son Onesimus, whom | have begotten while in my
chains, 1 who once was unprofitable to you, but now is
profitable to you and to me.

(Look within)

7/28/2018

27



7/28/2018

The Plea for Onesimus

On the basis of Philemon’s and Paul’s friendship

12| am sending him back. You therefore receive him, that
is, my own heart, 3 whom | wished to keep with me, that
on your behalf he might minister to me in my chains for
the gospel. 1% But without your consent | wanted to do
nothing, that your good deed might not be by
compulsion, as it were, but voluntary.

(Look within)

15 For perhaps he departed for
a while for this purpose, that
you might receive him forever,
8 no longer as a slave but
more than a slave—a beloved
brother, especially to me but
how much more to you, both
in the flesh and in the Lord.

171f then you count me as a
partner, receive him as you

would me. Society for Effecting the Abolition
of the Slave Trade, London, 1787.

28
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Paul’s Promise

18But if he has wronged you or owes anything, put that
on my account. *?1, Paul, am writing with my own hand.
| will repay—not to mention to you that you owe me
even your own self besides. 2°Yes, brother, let me have
joy from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in the Lord.

21 Having confidence in your obedience, | write to you,
knowing that you will do even more than | say. 22 But,
meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, for | trust
that through your prayers | shall be granted to you.

(Look beyond)

Farewell

23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you,
24 gs do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow labourers.
25The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Five fellow workers:
Epaphras: evangelist who started churches in Colossae, Laodicea, Hierapolis.

Mark: it is now 11 years after Mark’s breach with Paul; two years later he
told Timothy to bring Mark with him and reconciled.

Aristarchus, of Thessalonica: Paul’s companion on his third missionary tour.

Luke: remained with Paul until the end. He wrote the Gospel of Luke and the
Book of Acts.

Demas: later deserts Paul in 2 Timothy 4:10. Calvin suggests: “And if one of
Paul’s assistants became weary and discouraged and was afterwards drawn
away by the vanity of the world, let none of us rely too much on our own
zeal lasting even one year, but remembering how much of the journey still
lies ahead, let us ask God for steadfastness.”

29
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Contrasts and comparisons
I )

Paul’s “I might be much bold in “for love’s sake | rather
approach  [elil{i5 &l (VA:)) beseech you” (v.9)

Paul and

Onesimus Paul the aged” (v.9) my son Onesimus” (v.10)

Onssimus “unprofitable” “profitable” (v.11)
value

“in thy stead he (Onesimus)
might have ministered unto

me” (v.13)

CLTE Ll “the bowels of the saints are
service refreshed by thee” (v.7)

Pau!-’s. “I would have retained” (v.13)  “l have sent again” (v.12)
choice
Onesimus’
position
o[\ HTHITEAS “g servant” (v.16) “a brother beloved” (v.16)
status “in the flesh” (V.16) “in the Lord” (v.16)

“departed for a season” (v.15) “receive him forever” (v.15)

Paul introduces seven terms:

Love (w. 5, 7, 9, 16)
Prayers (v. 22)

Sharing (v. 17)

Partnering (v. 17) koinonos
Good/Goodness (v. 14)
Heart (vv. 12, 20)
Refreshed (v. 20)

30
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Values expressed in this letter

Personal value: shines light on Paul’s character;
Ethical value: focus on what is right;
Providential value: God is behind and above all events;

Practical value: application of highest principles to the
commonest affairs;

Evangelical value: encouragement to seek and to save
the lowest;

Social value: presentation of the relation of Christianity
to slavery and all unchristian institutions;

Spiritual value: the analogy between it and the Gospel

Food for thought

"An inscription erected by a freed slave from
Laodicea was dedicated to Marcus Sestius Philemon,
than king him for his manumission. It will be recalled
that a Philemon who owned the slave Onesimus was
a leader in the church of Colossae. We cannot
identify this Philemon with the slaveholder to whom
Paul wrote, but the coincidence of the inscription
from the same area is intriguing, especially since it
refers to the manumission of a slave.”

(John McRay, Archaeology And The New Testament, p. 247).
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Conclusions
* What Paul did for Onemisus with Philemon, Jesus
Christ has done for everyone with God.

* Jesus Christ said on our behalf, “Charge that to My
account! Receive them as you would receive Me!”

Philemon,

Charge it to my account.

“We are all His Onesimi, to my thinking.” Martin Luther
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